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In general there is a comon theme
Parshah
regarding the consequences for
doing an aveirah. A person who does
an aveirah beshogeg usually brings a
korban, and one who did it bemeizid gets either makkos or misa,
depending on the severity of the infraction.
However, in this week’s parshah, we read abou
the the very important subjects of Kiddush Hashem
and its inverse, Chillul Hashem. We know that these
are ideas form an integral part of being a Jew. One
would therefore think that causing a Chillul Hashem
beshogeg would be one punishment and doing it
bemaizid would get another. However, the mishna
in sidjfisfgi brings down, that the punishment for
a Chillul Hashem whether beshogeg or bemeizid, is
misa biydei Shamayim! Rav Sholom Shwadron zt’’l
asks, what is unique about Chillul Hashem that it
warrants the same punishment by mistake and on
purpose?
Rav Sholom explains by way of a mashal, of a Jew
who lived in Yerushalayim of yesteryear where the
mode of travel then by horse. He owned a printing
press and one day a main piece of the machine
broke. He instructed his servant to travel to Chaifa
where the factory was, to get him a replacement
part. The master told the servant, that since it would
a couple of hours for the part to be assembled and
callibrated, while he was waiting he should go visit
his nephew who lived nearby to see how he was
doing. The servant set off on the journey, arrived
in Chaifa and went to his master’s nephew. They
spoke for a while and the servant began his trip
home. He arrived back in Yerushalayim and went
straight to his master. The servant told him all
about his nephew’s life, how the family was doing
and brought best regards. The master nodded and
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then went to the wagon, picked up the cover, only to
find it empty! The master turned to the servant, and
asked him what had happened to the replacement
part. The hapless servant slapped his forehead
and says “I was so wrapped up with going to your
nephew, I completely forgot about that!” “You fool!”
exclaimed the master. “The only reason I sent you
was for the printing press. You got so distracted by
a minor detail, that you forgot the main reason that I
sent you there in the first place!!”
Rav Sholom explains that the same applies to us.
Hashem sends us down from under his kisei hakavod
to come down to this world with one purpose-to be
mekadesh Shem Shamayim. We come down and get
so wrapped up in all kinds of distractions, money,
food, vacations, etc. We get so side tracked that we
even forget why we are here!
As Jews, we have to constantly be looking be
looking for ways to glorify Hashem’s name. This
is something that is so core to our being that it is
something that must always be on the forefront of
our minds. Therefore says Reb Sholom, one who
accidently forgets and makes a Chillul Hashem, is
practically as if he did it on purpose. As such, he will
be punished as a meizid. May we all make the most
of this opportunity of living in a world where we
can be mekadesh shem shamayim on a daily basis,
to become the best Jews we can be, and to always
remember Who we represent.
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T

he Parsha of Emor (“Speak”) begins
with the special laws pertaining to
the kohanim, the kohen gadol and
the Temple service: A kohen may
not become ritually impure through contact
with a dead body, save on the occasion
of the death of a close relative. There are
limits regarding who a Kohen may marry
and even greater restrictions are places on
the Kohen Gadol. A kohen with a physical
deformity cannot serve in the Holy Temple,
nor can a deformed animal be brought as
an offering.
A newborn calf, lamb or kid must be left
with its mother for seven days before
being eligible for an offering; one may not
slaughter an animal and its offspring on the
same day.
The second part of Emor lists the annual
Callings of Holiness—the festivals of the
Jewish calendar: the weekly Shabbos;
the bringing of the Korban Pesach on
14 Nissan; the seven-days of Pesach
beginning on 15 Nissan; the bringing of
the Omer offering from the first barley
harvest on the second day of Pesach, and
the commencement, on that day, of the
49-day Counting of the Omer, culminating
in the festival of Shavuos on the fiftieth day;
a “remembrance of shofar blowing” on 1
Tishrei; a solemn fast day on 10 Tishrei;
the Sukkot festival—during which we are
to dwell in sukkos for seven days and take
the arba minim beginning on 15 Tishrei;
and the immediately following holiday of
the “eighth day” of Sukkos.
Next the Torah discusses the lighting of the
menorah in the Temple, and the showbread
(lechem hapanim) placed weekly on the
table there.
Emor concludes with the incident of a man
executed for blasphemy, and the penalties
for murder (death) and for injuring one’s
fellow or destroying his property (monetary
compensation).

The Disciples
of Rebbe Akiva

T

he tragic death of twenty four thousand
disciples of Rebbe Akiva during the
Sefiras Ha’omer was one of the darkest
periods of Jewish history. The Gemara
explains the reason for this unprecedented
punishment was ""שלא נהגו כבוד זה לזה, they did
not accord honour to each other. However, the
Midrash (Bereishis Raba 63:3) offers a different
reason for their demise, "שהיתה עיניהם צרה אלו
"באלו, they acted with tzar ayin to each other.
The Midrash continues that when Rebbe Akiva
formed a second group of disciples to rebuild
Torah he warned them not to follow the example
of the first group who had tzar ayin. What is
tzar ayin and why is there no mention of not
honouring each other like the Gemara says?
The Ponovezher Rov zt”l 1answers that the
Gemara that says they did not honour each other
is the sin that was visible to the eye. However,
the Midrash is teaching the source where such
behaviour stems from. How was it possible that
such outstanding Torah scholars did not treat
each other with utmost respect? Because deep
down in their personality they were plagued by
a slight defect of tzar ayin which over time grew
until it was expressed by a lack of respect for
others.
Rav Chaim Friedlander zt’’l defines tzar ayin
as, “he cannot tolerate that another person
has things going well for him. He feels that
everything the other person has was taken from
what was rightfully coming to himself. Because
he feels constantly threatened by the other
person and that he is taking what is due to him,
it results in him being unable to honour him.”
Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai praised the
trait of “lev tov” as the best of all middos. (Avos
2:13) Rabbeinu Yonah defines it as savlanus
– he accepts everything that happens to him.
But he does so not grudgingly, rather because
1 See Sifsei Chaim by Rav Chaim Friedlander zt”l, Moadim Volume
3 page 45

Sefiras
Haomer

he is so interested in helping other people and
ensuring they have all that they need and want,
he is happy to sacrifice his own comfort, time,
strength and money to help them. He will even
accept their insults because he knows that it
made them feel better to shout at him.
The tzar ayin, on the contrary, is upset
that someone else has something good and
is pained because he feels he has lost out on
what he deserves. He becomes so irritated and
angry that he cannot physically bring himself to
treat him with even the most basic decency and
respect, even though that person did absolutely
nothing to him.
Rabbeinu Yonah writes that savlonus will lead
one to greatness in all middos, which in turn will
enable him to easily keep all the mitzvos. If so,
someone suffering with the middah of tzar ayin
has sunk to the opposite extreme and is heading
away from greatness. He will never be able to
reach any perfection in middos and Torah. To
rebuild Torah in the Jewish people Rebbe Akiva
had to ensure the foundations were completely
sound and so he warned the new group to
eradicate any slight trace of tzar ayin, because
without doing so they would never be able to
restore Torah to its greatness again. Perhaps
the famous statement of Rebbe Akiva, "ואהבת
" זה כלל גדול בתורה,’“ לרעך כמוךYou shall love your
fellow like yourself’ is the fundamental rule of
the Torah” was coined at this time in history. He
pleaded with his new disciples to excel in bein
adam le’chaveiro in order to ensure that Torah
would survive. In this light it is understandable
why any biography about a Torah giant is replete
with stories of exemplary bein adam lechaveiro.
In our preparations for the upcoming kabbalas
hatorah on Shavuous, we must expend extra
effort to our bein adam lacheveiro.
To obtain the sefer “100 Amos High” or the series
of Shiurim based on the sefer please email to
taboravrohom@gmail.com
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Parshah

Demystifying the
Fiftieth Day
 תספרו חמישים יום...וספרתם לכם ממחרת השבת
Understanding the
50th day in relation to
counting the Omer
Have you ever noticed something that was
once completely out of your reach but you are
now doing effortlessly? Have you ever found
that a book that was completely beyond your
comprehension you are now teaching to your
children with ease?

able to get your head round the hard one. Give
enough small donations to charity until you
find it easy to give a bigger one.

on Shavuos - the 50th day of the Omer - we
received the Torah? Have we got it all wrong?!

Understanding the 50th
day in relation to the
giving of the Torah

When you were younger, you may have
wanted your parents to help you buy something
you could not afford to buy on your own, so
your parents may have said to you, you pay
50% of the cost, and they will cover the rest.

Now that we understand the significance
of the 50th day in relation to our efforts of
preparation for the Torah, we will explore
the significance of the 50th day in relation to
Hashem giving us the Torah.

In this week’s Parsha we are told to count
50 days from the cutting of the Omer offering
which took place on the 2nd day of Pesach.
Rashi explains, that in truth we only count 49
days, and the verse is to be understood to tell
us to count 49 days until you face the 50th day.

What is it that we are actually celebrating
on the 50th day from the cutting of the Omer?
Seemingly, one would answer: the giving of
the Torah. But when one takes a closer look,
this may not necessarily be the case.

But the question begs to be asked: why
doesn´t the Torah formulate the commandment
unambiguously, and simply say, count
49 Days?

The commemoration of the giving of the
Torah is strictly contingent on its calendar
date, the 6th of Sivan. This is in contrast to the
festival of Shavuos which is strictly and solely
identified with the 50th day from the cutting
of the Omer – irrelevant of what calendar date
this may be.

This can be explained as follows. The soul is
made of 49 components, and as a preparation
for the receiving of the Torah, throughout the
49 days of the counting of the Omer, each day
we are renovating one component of our soul.

To demonstrate this, the Talmud tells us,
in the times of the Beis Hamikdosh, before we
had the fixed calendar, the fiftieth day of the
Omer could have also fallen on either the 5th
or the 7th of Sivan.

Now we can understand the obscured silent
counting of the 50th level which the Torah is
alluding to when it only says to count 49 days.
Indeed we only have 49 components, but the
task of counting the Omer is not to jump out
of ourselves, but rather to expand our preexisting 49 components into the realm of the
50th.

So, seemingly, if the 50th day (Shavuos)
is not about the giving of the Torah which
took place on the 6th Sivan, why are the two
so strongly associated with each other, to
the point that every Jew will tell you that

Read enough easier seforim until your
intellect expands to the extent that you are

Two levels of giving of the Torah

Another scenario may have happened,
when you became Bar / Bat Mitzva, and maybe
a wealthy family friend gave you an unexpected
gift of a million pounds!
These two scenarios may help us to
understand the underlying difference between
the 50th day of the Omer and the 6th of Sivan,
and their close association with each other.
On the 50th day of the Omer, the Torah
is given to each Jew, as an individual, on a
personal level, according to his capability
and, most importantly, commensurate to his
preparation in the 49 days leading up.
[Here - in contrast to the counting of the
Omer mentioned above, where he could only
expand his pre-existing 49 levels - he is actually
given the 50th level.]
However, on the 6th of Sivan the Torah is
given in its entirety to the entire Jewish people
as a whole, one nation with one heart, not in
reciprocation of hard work, rather, giving just
for the sake of giving.
Hence the unique name, ´´Matan Torah´´,
the giving of the Torah, which is strictly
reserved for the 6th of Sivan, and not for the 50th
day of the Omer.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
If you are not a better person tomorrow than you are today,
what need have you for a tomorrow? – REBBE NACHMAN OF BRESLOV
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What other times of the year do we read in the Torah from Parshas Emor?
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Parshah

Spiritual Infusion

T

,“שור או כשב או עז כי יולד והיה שבעת ימים תחת אמו
]72:22[ ”.'ומיום השמיני והלאה ירצה לקרבן אשה לד

he Torah discusses the physical
disqualifications
of
Korbanos,
and then goes on to discuss the
requirements of minimum age and
various other rules of offerings. After this,
the Torah begins the Parshah of the “מועדי
’”ה. The Gemara in Megilah 32a says Moshe
established that Klal Yisroel should ask and
learn about Yomim Tovim on their respective
days, therefore Chazal were Mesaken that
one should Lain from the Torah that which is
related to Yom Tov, and “’ ”מועדי הis Lained.
Why did Chazal establish that the Yom Tov
Laining should begin with this Parshah of, “שור
 ”או כשבwhich seems to have no connection to
what is Lained after about Yom Tov? Why not
just begin the Laining with, “’?”מועדי ה

life – even the life of an animal. The obligation
of bringing a Korban Todah when one’s life is
spared from danger teaches us that we must
be grateful for our lives. An animal’s life has
much value, and all the more so do our lives
have great value. Life is the most important
thing a person is Zoche to have in this world
that he can be dedicate to Hashem. After
inculcating us with this fact and strengthening
within us as to how precious our lives are, we
must now be prepared to give it up for Hashem.
(Sanhedrin 74a).
From where does a Jew get this powerful
inner strength to act in this manner? The
Torah tells us it comes from, “’מועדי ה.”
Shabbos and Yom Tov are  – מקראי קודשholy
events which infuse Klal Yisroel with Ahavas
Hashem so that each of us can deal with all
challenges we face, including being Moser
Nefesh if need be. In Kiddush we say, “מקראי
 – ”קודש זכר ליציאת מצריםwhich would seem to
make sense for us to say on Pesach, the Yom
Tov we left Mitzrayim, but not on Shabbos or
other Yomim Tovim. However, now that we
understand that the reason why Hashem took
us out of Mitzrayim was so that we can be
Mekadesh Shem Shomayim, and Shabbos and
Yom Tov are what give us the inner strength

Yetzias Mitzrayim occurred so that Klal
Yisroel would be Mekadesh Shem Shomayim,
to the point of being prepared to give up
their lives for it – for this is the highest level
of serving Hashem. Prior to telling us of the
Mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem, the Torah is
emphasizing the value of life itself. The animal
which will be brought as a Korban must first
live for at least seven days, and that which it is
prohibited to Shecht a cow and its offspring on
the same day stresses to us the importance of

riddle
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There is a Rashi in this week's Parshah that he
repeats twice more in the Torah, with some
minor changes, where he informs you of a
particular rule.
Where is it in this week's Parshah, where else do they
occur in the Torah and finally what is so peculiar
about the other times in the Torah that Rashi brings?
CLUE

This is the ony time Rashi does this with a rule of Rabbi
Yishmoel.
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to perform the ultimate sacrifice for Hashem,
it makes sense to mention Yetzias Mitzrayim
in every Kiddush. We are to be reminded that
Shabbos and Yom Tov are the purpose of our
leaving Mitzrayim – so that we are prepared to
be Moser Nefesh for Hashem. ()מעין בית השואבה
Shabbos is part of ’ מועדי הjust as Yom Tov.
Shabbos has greater Kedusha, but Yom Tov
has a part of that Kedusha as well. Shabbos
and Yom Tov are days that one is to work on
his connection to the Borei Olam. They are
infused with much Kedusha, and it is during
these days that a person can reach great
heights of Ruchniyus. An animal needs to go
through Shabbos Kodesh to get its lifeline,
so much more so do we need to focus on the
Kedusha we can receive from Shabbos and
Yom Tov. One must be Mekadesh himself
during these days so that throughout all the
days of one’s life he has the Koach to serve
Hashem properly. He needs to have within
himself the Koach to be Moser Nefesh for
Hashem. The Torah has all the secrets of the
world, the eternal world. Our job in this world
is to serve Hashem so that we prepare for the
next world. May we be Zoche to see the Geulah
Shlaima !במהרה בימינו אמן

ANSWER FROM LAST WEEK
[Question: Rashi says that there is something strange that occurs in this week's
Parsha. Rashi pointed this out in last week's Parsha (Metzora) as well and
points it out one further time in Sefer Bamidbar. What is it and where is it in our
Parsha, last week’s Parsha and in Sefer Bamidbar?]

Rashi tells us says that the Pessukim in Perek 16 about the Avoidah
of the Kohein Godol on Yom Kippur are not in the correct order
and Possuk 23 is out of context.
In Parshas Metzoirah (last week's Parsha) Rashi (Perek 14 Possuk
44) makes a similar comment that that Possuk is not in its proper
context.
Finally, this also occurs in Sefer Bamidbar in Parshas Noso where
Rashi (Perek 5 Possuk 24) points out that that Possuk is not in its
correct place.

Why are the Kohanim singled out for special additional mitzvos as well as limitations?

Rabbi
Yissochor Frand
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We Need A Torah To
Teach Us How To Treat
A Human Being

Parshah

Parshas Emor contains the section of the Festivals. The section begins with mention of
Shabbos, then with Pessach, Shavuos, Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkos — the
entire annual cycle of Festivals. The exclusive contents of Chapter 23, from beginning
to end, deal with the Festivals. There is one exception — pasuk 22, following the laws of
Shavuos. This pasuk jumps out at us, as totally out of place in the chapter: “When you
reap the harvest of your land, you shall not remove completely the corners of your field
as you reap and you shall not gather the gleanings of your harvest; for the poor and the
proselyte shall you leave them; I am Hashem, your G-d.” [Vayikra 23:22]
These agricultural laws have apparently nothing to do with anything
else mentioned in the entire chapter. All the commentaries are troubled
by this thematic anomaly. Rashi quotes the teaching of Chazal: “This
comes to tell us that a person who properly gives the agricultural portions
of leket, shikchah, and peah to the poor is treated by Scripture as if he built
the Bais HaMikdash and offered therein sacrifices.”
Rav Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk zt’’l, in his classic commentary
on Chumash the Meshech Chochma offers a different interpretation.
Rav Meir Simcha focuses on the fact that this reference to the portions
left for the poor appears immediately after the mention of the holiday
of Shavuos. He says that this underscores the idea that Matan Torah
was not just a revelation of the chukkim but rather also includes mitzvos
regarding appropriate “natural” human responses, such as showing
compassion to the poor and to strangers.
It is obvious to us that we need a Torah to tell us which animals are
Kosher and which are not, since that is something which we could never
have figured out on our own. It is obvious to us that we need a Torah to
tell us that shatnez is forbidden, since that is something which we could
never have figured out on our own. However, this pasuk is emphasizing
that we even need a Torah to tell us to take care of poor people. The only
social laws that are absolutely guaranteed to last are a Divinely given set
of laws.
Everything other than a Divinely inspired law, as logical as it may
seem, will not last. This is why in the midst of the section on the Festivals
— immediately after mention of the Holiday of Shavuos — the Torah tells
us to take care of the poor. Societies can act laws and repeal laws. Only
a Divine law is eternal.
The Meshech Chochma wrote this before World War II, before
the Nazis came to power. He wrote this before the Nazis promulgated
laws regarding cruelty to animals, but not cruelty to Jews. They were
exemplary in enacting laws protecting animals. But they had no problem
exterminating people. How can a people worry about dogs before
worrying about human beings?

QUIZ
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This concept is not really so foreign. Forms of it exist today. There
are fringe environmentalists who put spikes in trees that maim and kill
loggers, out of concern for the welfare of trees. These things can happen
in the most advanced and refined societies. People can “change their
minds” overnight.
We do not only need a Torah to tell us about Pesach and Shavuos and
Kashrus and Shatnez, we also need a Torah to teach us how to treat a
human being!

A Quick Vort:
Ma’ayanah shel Torah
by Yisroel Avrohom Kaye
The posuk (Vayikro 23:40) says “…and you
shall rejoice before Hashem your G-d for
seven days”
In the Gemora in Succah 53a R Yehushua ben Chanania
says: “when we rejoiced on the Simchas Beis HaShoeva we
did not see sleep with our eyes”.
The Maayano Shel Torah brings a question from the
Chassam Sofer – how could they have been expected to see
sleep from their eyes?
He explains that they did not have time to indulge in the
type of sleep where one’s eyes are not closed – idleness –
which is considered sleeping with one’s eyes open. They
were so busy with the Simchas beis HaShoeva, they did not
have time to waste.

Why does the parsha of Moadim come at all in Sefer Vayikra that is focused on the
Kohanim and korbanos (as the main parsha that discusses the korbanos and the
moadim is in Parshas Pinchas)?

THE SHMUZ ON THE PARSHAH

Rabbi Ben Tzion Shafier
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Sefiras Ha’OmerWhy We Count, What We Count
“And you shall count for yourselves from the
day after the rest day, from the day when you
bring the Omer of the waving — seven weeks,
they shall be complete.” — Vayikra 23:15
Sefer HaChinuch: The Torah commands
us to count the Omer so we can relive the
Exodus from Mitzrayim. Just as the Jews
back then anxiously anticipated the great day
when they were to receive the Torah, so too we
count the days till Shavuos, the Yom Tov that
commemorates the giving of the Torah. To the
Jews then, accepting the Torah on Har Sinai was
even greater than their redemption from slavery.
So we count each day to bring ourselves to that
sense of great enthusiasm, as if to say, “When
will that day come?”
With these words the Sefer HaChinuch
defines the mitzvah of Sefiras HaOmer. The
difficulty with this is the statement that “to the
Jews then, receiving of the Torah was even
greater than being freed from slavery.” It
seems hard to imagine that anything would
be greater to a slave than being freed. This
concept is even more perplexing when we
envision what it was like to be a slave in
Mitzrayim.

A life of suffering
and bloodshed
The life of a Jew in Mitzrayim was one of
misery and suffering. They had no rights. They
had no life. They couldn’t own property, choose
their own destiny, or protect their own children.
They didn’t even have the right to their own
time. A Mitzri could at any moment demand a
Jew’s utter and complete compliance to do his
bidding. If a Jew walked in the streets, it was
every Mitzri’s right to whisk him away, without
question and without recourse, and force him
into slave labor for whatever he saw fit.
Waking in the early morning to the crack
of the Mitzri’s whip, the Jews were pushed to
the limit of human endurance till late at night
when they fell asleep in the fields. Without
rest, without breaks, the Jews lugged heavy
loads and lifted huge rocks. Sweat, tears, and
bloodshed were their lot. In the heat of the
sweltering sun and in the cold of the desert
night, at the risk of life and limb, the Jew was
oppressed with a demon-like fury. A beast
of burden is treated wisely to ensure its well-
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being, but not the Jew. He was pushed beyond
all limits. Finally, when Pharaoh was asked to
let the Jewish people go, he increased their
load, taking it from the impossible to the
unimaginable.
How could anything in the world be more
desirable to the Jews than freedom? How
could it be that anything, even something as
great as receiving the Torah, could mean more
to them than being redeemed from slavery?

What the Jews
experienced by living
through the makkos
The answer to this question lies in
understanding the great level of clarity that
the Jews reached by living through the makkos
and the splitting of the sea.
For ten months, each Jew saw with everincreasing clarity that Hashem created,
maintains, and orchestrates this world. With
absolute certainty, they experienced Hashem’s
presence in their lives. This understanding
brought to them to recognise certain core
cognitions.
Every human has inborn understandings.
Often times they are masked and subdued.
Whether by environment or by desire, the
human spends much of his life running from
the truths that he deeply knows. When the
Jews in Mitzrayim experienced Hashem’s
power and goodness, they understood the
purpose of Creation. They knew that we are
creations, put on this planet for a reason. We
were given a great opportunity to grow, to
accomplish, to mold ourselves into who we will
be for eternity. We have a few short, precious
years here, and then forever we will enjoy that
which we have accomplished. Because they
so clearly experienced Hashem, their view of
existence was changed. They “got it.”
Because of this, the currency with which
they measured all good changed. They
recognized that the greatest good ever
bestowed upon man is the ability to change,
to mold himself into something different so
that he will merit to cling to Hashem. They
recognized that everything that we humans
value as important pales in comparison to the
opportunity to grow close to Hashem. Because
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they understood this point so vividly, to them
the greatest good possible was the receiving of
the Torah — G-d’s word, the ultimate spiritual
experience.
And so, while they anxiously anticipated
the redemption from slavery as a great good
that would free them from physical oppression,
they valued the reason they were being freed
even more. They were to receive the Torah.

Davening is me talking
to Hashem; learning is
Hashem talking to me
This concept has great relevance in our
lives, as we have the ability to tap into this
instinctive knowledge of the importance of
learning. When a person gets caught up in
the temporal nature of this world, the currency
with which he rates things changes. The value
system now becomes honor, power, career, or
creature comforts. That is what he views as
good, and that is what he desires. The more
a person involves himself in these, the more
important they become, and the less precious
the Torah becomes. Our natural appreciation
of Torah becomes clouded over by other
desires and an ever-changing value system.
However, the more a person focuses on
his purpose in the world, the more he values
the Torah. He recognises it as the formula
for human perfection. He now sees the Torah
as the ultimate gift given to man because it
is both the guide and the fuel to propel his
growth. With this changed perspective, the
very value system with which he measures
things changes, and now his appreciation,
love, and desire to learn increase until finally
he becomes aligned with that which Hashem
created him for — perfection and closeness to
Hashem .
For more on this topic please listen to Shmuz
#166 - Sefiras HaOmer.
Rabbi Shafier is the founder of the Shmuz.
com – The Shmuz is an engaging, motivating
shiur that deals with real life issues. All of the
Shmuzin are available free of charge at www.
theShmuz.com or on the Shmuz App for iphone
or Android. Simply text the word “TheShmuz” to
the number 313131 and a link will be sent to your
phone to download the App.

5. Some people read from Parshas Emor every Shabbos – which part and why?
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he first passuk of the parashah first
speaks to all Kohanim, and then it
speaks to the individual. As it says
 לנפש לא יטמא...אמר אל הכהנים, “Tell
the Kohanim… he shouldn’t become impure…”

It is written ליבבתיני באחת מעיניך, “[Hashem
says] you aroused My love with one of your
eyes.” This implies that if one guards his eyes
just once, it is already a great accomplishment,
and sufficient to arouse Hashem’s love for him.

Why does the passuk begin in plural
and conclude in singular? (The Zohar asks
this question.)

The Vilna Gaon zy”a taught: a yid cannot
imagine just how joyous he will be in heaven,
if only one forbidden thought will be detracted
from his record.2

The Imrei Emes zy”a answers that the
passuk is saying two things. First the passuk
is speaking to all Kohanim, telling them that
they mustn’t become tamei. (This is the reason
Kohanim aren’t permitted to go to cemeteries or
be in contact with a human corpse.) The end of
the passuk isn’t only meant for the Kohanim; it
is a message that Hakadosh Baruch Hu sends
to every Jewin the world. Hashem says, “My
beloved son. Be careful with your kedushah.
Guard the holiness of your neshamah. Don’t
contaminate it with unseemly deeds.”
This message is written in the singular
form, so everyone should feel that the passuk
is speaking to him. Everyone has the potential
to live with kedushah, if he so desires.
A person who desires to live with kedushah
should begin with his eyes.
The Beis Aharon explains the passuk יציץ
( ופרח ישראלYeshaya 27:6) “If one looks where
he shouldn’t, the kedushas Yisrael flies away
from him.”

Rebbe Bunim of Otzvatzk zy”a, who lived in
Yerushalayim, was very careful with guarding
his eyes. When he would walk outdoors, he
had people go before him to clear the way,
so he can go through the streets without
contaminating his eyes.
The gaon, Reb Pinchas Epstein zt”l,
once saw this and wondered, the rebbe
is already old. Why is this necessary?
When the rebbe passed by, he grasped what
Reb Pinchas Epstein was thinking, so he
told him, “The wisest of all men (Shlomo
HaMelech) said אל תהיה חכם בעיניך, “don’t be
wise, when it comes to the eyes.” And does it
matter how old one is? Everyone is obligated
to guard their eyes.”1
1 Someone mentioned to the Rebbe of Ruzhin zy”a that his eyes
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A mashal is told to demonstrate how one
doesn’t gain anything from going after the
forbidden pleasures. The mashal is about
someone, we’ll call him Moshe, who used to
buy bags of flour from an vendor, and then
sell them in his store. To keep track of how
many bags Moshe received, Moshe and the
seller decided that Moshe would place one
coin into a dish for every bag of flour he gets.
Afterwards, they would count the coins and
know how much Moshe needs to pay.
Once, the seller was delivering many bags
of flour and saw the tray filling up with coins.
When Moshe turned away for a moment, he
grabbed a handful of coins and placed them
in his pocket. He thought he was gaining, but
he only lost because now Moshe will pay him
less.
This is how it is when one grabs forbidden
pleasures. For a moment the person thinks he
is gaining, but it doesn’t last for long. Soon
afterwards, he is left with less than what he
had beforehand.
People have ups and downs. There are days
when one wants to live with holiness, and
there are times when he isn’t inspired. What
can one do, so he will always be vigilant with
the holiness of his soul?

hurt him. The rebbe retorted, “How do you know that your eyes
hurt you? Maybe you are hurting your eyes?”
2 Reb Michoel Ber Weismandel zt”l, the Nitra Rav, lost five
children in the Holocaust. After the Holocaust, he rebuilt his
family. At the bris of his fifth child, he said נקדש את שמך בעולם
כשם שמקדישים אותך בשמי מרום. “We will sanctify Your name in
the world, just as those who sanctify your name in heaven.” He
explained that he had five children who died al kidush Hashem
and they sanctified Hashem’s name in heaven, with their
deaths. Now his family would sanctify Hashem’s name with
their lives, by living with kedushah, according to the Torah.
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Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk zy’a taught
that one should derive inspiration from the
elevated moments he experienced to enlighten
the lower moments. Rashi (on the first passuk
of the parashah) writes להזהיר גדולים על הקטנים
and Rebbe Elimelech explains: the ( גדוליםthe
high spiritual moments) should ( להזהירshine)
onto the ( קטניםlower times).
In simple terms, this can mean to make
kabbalos (resolutions). When one is on a
spiritualy high moment, and he experiences
just how good it is to serve Hashem, it would
be wise for him to make a kabbalah that he
will stick to even when he falls to spiritual low
moments.
But a kabbalah is also not sufficient, because
a person can fail to keep to the kabbalah.
Therefore, one should also make reminders, so
he will not forget about his kabbalah.
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 20) tells us that
Palti ben Layish had a great test for many
years. To overcome his test, he stuck a sword
in his bed, dividing him from the test. He said,
“Whoever transgresses will be killed with the
sword.”
The Gemara says that his test was harder
than Yosef’s test (who was tested by the wife
of Photiphar).
The commentaries ask, how did the sword
help him? He could have simply removed the
sword.
The answer is when Palti ben Layish was
on a high, spiritual level, he made a firm
kabbalah that he wouldn’t fail the great test
that was placed before him. But he knew that
days and months will pass, and he will forget
all about his kabbalah. Therefore, he placed a
sword in his bed, to remind him of his resolve.
In summary, the counsel to guard one’s
holiness is (1) to derive strength from the
spiritually high moments, (2) to make good
kabbalos at these times, and (3) to have some
kind of a reminder so it will not be forgotten.

An international program which involves learning 4 new Mishnayos each day from Sunday to Thursday, reviewing that week's 20 Mishnayos
on Friday, and going over the previous Masechtos on Shabbos. A time committment of just 15 mins a day, and finish Shas Mishnayos in 4
years - having reviewed it multiple times! To Sign Up for a 15 min daily Shiur visit the website time4torah.org.
Just a few minutes a day and finish Nach in just a year and a half! Sign Up at dailynach.com.
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Shema

The Mitzvah to recite the Shema twice
a day, once in the morning and once in
the evening is Biblical, however there is a
Machlokes as to what exactly constitutes
the Shema. The Shulchan Aruch quotes the
opinions that it may be as little as just the first
line or as much as the first two paragraphs.
However the general consensus is that the
third paragraph Vayomer, is only a Mitzvah
D’rabanan.
According to the Gemarah (Brachos
12b) this final paragraph was included as it
contains a number of basic tenets of Judaism.
Percentage wise it primarily speaks about the
Mitzvah of Tzitzis and its power to remind us
to keep all the 613 Mitzvos in the Torah. In fact
this reminder is spelt out twice; ‘you will see
them and remember all the Mitzvos and perform
them’ and then again, ‘in order that you should
remember and perform all the Mitzvos of
Hashem’. However the Gemarah points out
(see also Shulchan Aruch Harav 58:1) that the
main reason for including this third paragraph
is because it recalls the Yetzias Mitzrayim.

If the Torah commands us to remember
Yetzias Mitzrayim twice a day and to do so in
connection with the Mitzvah to recite Shema,
there must be a reason. This therefore cannot
just be about remembering an historical event
that took place over 3,000 years ago, but
must rather be along the lines of the Mitzvah
described in the Hagadah, ‘in every generation
(and every day) each person is obligated to
see himself as if he himself left Mitzrayim
today’. This is not history, it is today’s fact.
It isn’t recalling a past event, it is living it at
every moment.
Judaism is not just a collection of do’s and
don’ts, there is more to our relationship with
Hashem than a list of Mitzvos and Aveiros; it
is in essence a blueprint to how we live our
lives. It takes us from cradle to grave with
everything in between as well. It dictates our
every step from when we wake in the morning
to when we go to bed at night, and even our
sleep itself comes under its remit. So when
we speak about Yetzias Mitzrayim we need to
look at how that exodus, how that redemption

from slavery impacts our lives. Thus when
we have gone through the Pesukei D’zimrah
with all that that entails, and then accepted
the yoke of Malchus Shomayim within the
Shema, it is only right that we frame it with
remembering Yetzias Mitzrayim. We preface
it with the threefold mention of the Tzitzis,
as their main purpose is to remind us of the
613 Mitzvos, and then we are ready to close
the story with Yetzias Mitzrayim. Before we
can begin to ask Hashem for what we need in
the Amidah, we need to put at the front of our
minds the basic premise of Judaism; Hashem
redeemed us then and He does so every single
day of our lives. He takes us out of our own
boundaries and constraints, and our Metzarim
and Shibud in order to grant us the Torah, to
give us the Mitzvot and the direction that our
lives need.
Vayomer, may indeed ‘only’ be a Mitzvah
D’Rabbanan, but it is the crucial link that
gives focus to our Davenning.

ANSWERS
1.

The parsha is split into two main topics, with a few small topics following.
Firstly it discusses the halochos involving the kohanim and korbanos,
things that they cannot do like become tuma and moumim, blemishes.
Then it goes on to list and discuss all the moiadim which is followed by
the Menorah, Lechem Haponim and the Jew who blasphemes. How are
all these connected? I heard from R’ Joseph Pearlman that the theme
here is kedusha – the kohanim being holy require perfection as do the
korbanos brought before Hashem. The moadim is holiness in time and
then comes the Menorah that is holiness even during the weekday, as the
menorah was lit every day. This is spiritual. However, kedusha must even
encompass the physical seen in the bread of the Lechem Haponim. The
last parsha demonstrates to us the punishment of someone who leaves
kedusha and blasphemes Hashem.

2. Since Parshas Emor discusses in depth the festivals it is read on Pesach
and Sukkos.
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3. A large part of Parshas Emor deals with Kohanim. These are the “elite”
of Klal Yisroel. The greater a person is, the more is expected of them. A
leader is chosen because he has qualities above the average person. He
is given new higher levels of standards with additional bonuses but his
movements are restricted from where he can go and exactly what he can
do. The same is true of the Kohanim.
4. R’ Shimshon Refoel Hirsch explains the theme of Sefer Vayikra and how
the moadim comes in. The sefer deals with all aspects of kedusha. Until
Parshas Emor it deals with kedusha of mokom, space and place. With
the parsha of the moadim it now follows on with discussing the kedusha
of zman, time. The festivals are holier than weekday. The Ramban (23:2)
answers that the festivals are mentioned here since these are days of
special korbonos.
5. The parsha that discusses the Lechem HaPonim, showbread, since this
was taken out each Shabbos and distributed to the Kohanim.
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