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Parshas
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The Reading of the Will

K I N D LY S P O N S O R E D

In Memory of

Leslie and Freda
Aaronson

’וביום השביעי יהיה לכם קדש שבת שבתון לה

If one is to look closely at the tefillos we read on
Shabbos, there seems to be a certain paradox as to
how Shabbos is defined. One the one hand, Shabbos
is described as an inheritance as it says ’והנחילנו ה
 אלוקנו, yet on the other hand it is also termed as a
מתנה, a present, as it says ישמח משה במתנת חלקו. What
are these two different aspects contained within
Shabbos and how do they complement one another?
The six sons of the late multi-millionaire sat
around the desk of the inheritance lawyer. All sat
solemn faced and with heads bowed. It was the
reading of the will. The lawyer cleared his throat
and began to read. ‘I hereby donate £320,000 to the
blind dog’s home, £680,000 to the British Gardening
society, £1.6 million to the local council to help keep
the streets clean….’ The solemn faces around the
table were quickly turning into rather angry ones.
Irritated muttering started to be heard from behind
their clenched teeth. ‘He was always a terrible father’
said one son. ‘Never did a decent thing in his life’
seethed another. All the sons were fuming; all
sons that is, but one. The youngest son sat quietly,
accepting the words of his father. The lawyer cleared
his throat again, ‘I shall now read the final line of the
will. It reads “All of the above was just a test. I hereby
divide my fortune only amongst the sons who did
not utter any complaint”.’ The lawyer looked at the
youngest son with a smile and said, ‘The inheritance
is all yours’.
There is a fundamental halachic difference
between an inheritance and a present. A present can
only be owned through an act of acquisition. Until
this acquisition is performed, the receiver cannot
begin to own the item. An inheritance, however,

NOW IN THE
FOLLOWING PLACES

is passed down from father to son automatically
without any need for an acquisition. Why do the
mechanics of an inheritance differ to all the other
forms of transference of ownership, whereby an act
of acquisition is required?
The Meiri in Bava Basra explains that the
uniqueness of an inheritance lies in the essence of
the relationship between father and son. The Gemara
uses the terminology that  ברא כרעיה דאבוהwhich
essentially means that a son is an extension of his
father, a part of his very essence. If so, explains the
Meiri, there is indeed no reason why an acquisition
should be made as the inheritance is not changing
ownership as the father and son are one.
Shabbos is referred to as our inheritance as we
are Hashem’s beloved children and the neshamos
that He bestowed within us are a part of Him,
as the Zohar writes ‘’קודשא בריך הוא וישראל חד היא.
Because of this unique relationship that we have
with Hashem, each and every member of the Jewish
nation has a right to be part of the most beautiful
day of the week; Shabbos. However, this right alone
is not sufficient to experience all the spiritual beauty
that lies within. What is also required is to work on
a relationship with Hashem. This is the facet of the
מתנה, which is not automatic, but on the contrary,
an act of acquisition needs to be performed. By
developing that relationship during the week, more
spiritual joy can be accessed on Shabbos itself.
All of the sons had a right to a share of the
inheritance. Ultimately, however, only the son who
developed a close and loving relationship with his
father, merited to benefit from it.
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Vayakel: Moshe assembles the Bnei Yisrael
and reiterates to them the commandment
to observe the Shabbos. He then conveys
Hashem’s instructions regarding the making
of the Mishkan. The people donate the
required materials in abundance, bringing
gold, silver and copper; blue, purple and reddyed wool; goat hair, spun linen, animal skins,
wood, olive oil, herbs and precious stones.
Moshe has to tell them to stop giving.
A team of wise-hearted artisans make the
Mishkan and its furnishings (as detailed in the
previous Torah readings of Terumah, Tetzaveh
and Ki Sisa): three layers of roof coverings;
48 gold-plated wall panels, and 100 silver
foundation sockets; the paroches (veil) that
separates between the Sanctuary’s two
chambers, and the masach (screen) that fronts
it; the Aron, and its cover with the Keruvim;
the Shulchan (table and its showbread); the
seven-branched menorah with its specially
prepared oil; the golden mizbayach and the
incense burned on it; the anointing oil; the
outdoor mizbeach altar for burnt offerings
and all its implements; the hangings, posts
and foundation sockets for the courtyard; and
the kior/basin and its pedestal, made out of
copper mirrors.

Picture the scene. It’s Friday night and
Daddy just came back from Shul. The table is
set beautifully and the mouth-watering smell of
roast chicken comes wafting in from the kitchen.
The Shabbos candles are burning brightly and
the candlesticks are gleaming. The family sit
down at the table and begin singing together
in beautiful harmony. Suddenly, “OOWWW” a
high pitched scream shatters the tranquil scene.
“He hit me!” says Leah; “She pinched me first!”
says Daniel. ”Up to your room now!” shouts
Daddy. I’m sure the rest is familiar…!
Although the Torah warns us no less than
twelve times to keep Shabbos, the details of its
laws are not written explicitly. They are derived
from the work that was performed in building the
Mishkan. There is one notable exception which
is found in this week’s parsha. The Torah tells us

riddle

Thank you to Chabad.org

No Fires on
Shabbos

Parsha

SEDRA
SUMMARY

Pekudei: An accounting is made of the gold,
silver and copper donated by the people
for the making of the Mishkan. Betzalel,
Oholiav and their assistants make the eight
priestly garments—the apron, breastplate,
cloak, crown, hat, tunic, sash and breeches—
according to the specifications communicated
to Moshe in the Parshah of Tetzaveh.
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“Do not light a fire in your homes on Shabbos”.
Why is this law singled out?
The Chasam Sofer offers a creative approach.
Shabbos is a day of rest. We abstain from acts
of creative work in order to have time for the
most important things in our lives. Shabbos is
a day we spend with our families enjoying each
other’s company. One thing that disrupts this
is arguments. The most finely laid table can
become a rather unpleasant place to sit after
a few misplaced comments. Arguments are
like fire – erupting in an instant and spreading
rapidly. The Torah is reminding us that in
addition to all the laws of Shabbos, we must do
our best to ensure there are no fires of argument
in our homes.
If we manage to keep our cool then those fires
will go out just as quickly as they start!

QUESTION

What does Rashi inform us of for the third
time in this week’s Parsha and where are
the two previous times he has mentioned
this previously?
CLUE

According to the Medrash this person came to an
unfortunate end in last week’s Parsha.
ANSWER FROM LAST WEEK

[Question: There is a famous group that occur a number of times in the Torah and from the two references in the Pessukim in this
week’s Parsha you would be forgiven for thinking that it was complete. However Rashi informs us that there should be one more
to complete the group and that one is missing for a particular reason. What is very perplexing is that in a previous Parsha in Sefer
Shemois on two occasions the same thing happens and there Rashi does not say anything. What is being discussed here and which
is the other Parsha?

The Mishkan is completed and all its
components are brought to Moshe, who
erects it and anoints it with the holy anointing
oil, and initiates Aharon and his four sons into
the priesthood. A cloud appears over the
Mishkan, signifying the Divine Presence that
has come to dwell within it.

??

Parshas
Vayakhel

The Shivas Ammemim-- the Seven Nations come twice in this week’s Parsha and both times they are listed
missing one hence you might have thought they were in fact only six nations so Rashi not once but twice in our
Parsha(Perek 33 Possuk 3 and Perek 34 Possuk 11) tells us that the Girgoshi were originally included but went to
Africa .However the same list of six nations is mentioned twice in Parshas Shemois (Perek 3 Possuk 8 and Perek
3 Possuk 17) and both times Rashi makes no comment on it.
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Where do we see a source to all the 39 meloches of Shabbos at the beginning of
Parshas Vayakhel?
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Halachah

Deal Breaker

In the summer edition of Oneg we explained how a Heter Iska works and in which scenarios
it isn’t suitable. We also explained the concept of a Heter Iska Klali and how it works as a
proclamation that all future transactions one enters into which have a problem of Ribbis,
are to be structured as an Iska according to the terms of the Heter Iska.

I

n practical terms, when companies
and businesses are making deals and
transactions frequently, it is often not so
practical to expect both parties to sign
a Heter Iska each time. Therefore, we advise
people to sign a Heter Iska Klali. Once a
company, business or individual have a Heter
Iska Klali, then all that is required is to insert a
clause in all future contracts, stating:
“This agreement is subject to the
terms and conditions of the company’s/
business’s/my Heter Iska Klali, signed on
the ………………….., a copy of which is
attached”
Once both parties sign an agreement/
contract with such a clause, it is as if they have
both signed a Heter Iska specific to that deal.

Complications
There have been occasions when one
party has refused to change their draft of the
contract to include such a clause, but they were
prepared to sign a Heter Iska on “the side”. Is
this sufficient?
It is definitely preferable for a clause to be
added to the actual contract. However if it is
added as an attachment, then even if it’s not in the
actual contract, many Poiskim say it is enough.
However, many legal contracts have
an “Entire Agreement Clause”. This says
something along the lines of:

‘This contract contains the final and entire
agreement and understanding between the
Parties and is the complete and exclusive
statement of its terms. This contract supersedes
all prior agreement and understandings, whether
oral or written, in connection therewith.’
The purpose of such a clause, is to prevent
a party from claiming at a later date, that a
different point had been agreed between the
parties, either verbally or in writing, and even
though this point wasn’t mentioned in the
contract, it should still be part of the agreement,
as this was how they understood the deal at the
time of signing. This clause clearly states that
any clause either party wish to be part of the
deal needs to be written in the actual contract.
The question therefore arises, if both
parties had signed a Heter Iska, but had not
referenced the Heter Iska in the contract, and
the contract had an Entire Agreement Clause,
would the clause effectively result in the deal
not be subject to the terms and conditions of
the Heter Iska, rendering the contract a “Shtar
Sheysh Boi Ribbis” and resulting in both parties
transgressing the Issur of Ribbis?
There are certain limitations which would
not necessarily be excluded by the Entire
Agreement Clause, one of which is with regard
to “implied terms”. This refers to terms which
both parties understood were the terms of
the agreement, even if they didn’t necessarily

express them in the written contract. In order
to exclude implied terms as well, the Entire
Agreement Clause would need to be broader.
An example of a broader clause would be:
‘This instrument contains the entire
agreement of the parties with respect to the
subject matter hereof and there is no other
promise, representation, warranty, usage or
course of dealing affecting it.’
The question remaining is, if a Heter Iska
was signed between the two parties and
attached to the contract but not referenced in
it, would the recipient of the funds be able to
say that this was so obviously part of the deal,
that its terms cannot be excluded even by the
Entire Agreement Clause. Alternatively, could
the person giving the funds be able to claim
that because the Heter Iska goes to the heart
of the deal and changes a deal from a loan or
an investment, and was not referenced in the
contract, in light of the far reaching Entire
Agreement, the Heter Iska is excluded, and was
just signed as a “religious thing” but has no real
bearing on the contract or its terms?
I will leave it to the lawyers to decide, but
it suffices to say that it is not clear and would
probably depend on the judge on the day.
Therefore, one should definitely ensure that
if there is an Entire Agreement Clause, the Heter
Iska is referenced in the contract.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“A person should be willing to give up all his
tomorrows for one today, so that he doesn’t
end up wasting all his todays on one tomorrow.”
The Alter of Novardhok
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Why is havara, burning, (35:3) singled out for speciﬁc mention more than any of the
other 39 Avos Melachos of Shabbos?
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Giving our Best, Together

I

was not far from our family’s tent in
the encampment of Shevet Reuvein,
playing with my friends, when I heard the
announcement. “Bring your gold, your
silver, your precious possessions! A great and
holy structure is going to stand in our midst,
where the Shechina of Hashem will rest! All
those who are generous-hearted, come forth
with your donations!” All around me, a flurry of
activity began. Only the previous day, our great
leader, Moshe Rabbeinu, had descended from the
mountain with the news that we were forgiven.
Waves of relief and joy had swept through the
camp. Now, once again, the atmosphere was
electrifying. I hurried home with my friend Karmi,
popping into his tent on the way. There was his
mother, scooping armful after armful of gold
coins into a big sack. His father actually looked
rather embarrassed, and I soon realised why. I
remember just a few months back, when that
big golden calf was made. Karmi’s father had
come forward to give his gold. There had been a
scene when his wife found out what he wanted
to do with it. Now, the same woman was eagerly
scooping their fortune into that sack, while her
husband looked on. “You will come with me,
Soroh, won’t you, when I go to give it in?” The
pleading look in his eyes told of his regret for his
previous willingness to give that gold for such a
mistaken cause. Was he worthy of his donation
being incorporated in the house of Hashem? He
was clearly counting on his wife’s merit. I quickly
left the tent before I would be noticed.

forward. “Please accept my wife’s jewellery, for
the Mishkon of Hashem,” he declared. I was
shocked. Surely Ima did not want this to be
done. Why would she have rushed to put on her
jewellery, if she had wanted to donate it? But
then, why had she come? As these questions
filled my mind, Ima was unclasping her favourite
gold necklace. Earrings, nose-rings, bracelets,
they all went on that huge pile. My parents
were practically crying with joy. I could not
understand what was going on. If Ima wanted to
donate her jewels, why did she first put them all
on? I resolved to find out.
Just then, Karmi’s parents arrived. They
looked happy, but his father looked a little
bashful. He glanced at his wife for moral support.
As he gave in that sack of gold coins, I could
almost see his relief that his donation had been
accepted, in spite of his previous enthusiasm for
the Eigel.
On the way home, Aba took my hand in his
and began to tell me the story of the Korbonos of
Kayin and Hevel. I already knew it well. Hashem
had accepted Hevel’s Korbonos, because he had
brought the best of what he had. I was growing
impatient with hearing this story, when Aba
asked me “So Chanoch (that’s my name), do you
understand now?” What did he mean? I began
to think. What is the meaning of giving a gift to
Hashem? Does He have a need for our unwanted
bric-a-brac? I began to comprehend. “Ima did not
just give her necklace and bracelets, Chanoch,”
Aba was saying. “She was giving her heart.”
In my mind’s eye, I recalled Ima’s delight when
those jewels had become hers. She had turned
overnight into a veritable princess. And now, she,
and Aba, were giving them away. But first, Ima
put them on, to feel how precious they were; so
she would experience the joy of giving her most
prized possessions to Hashem. Truly a prince
and princess. It felt good that my parents were
united in their wholehearted giving. I resolved
then and there to follow in their ways. To give my
best for Hashem. To merit the Shechinah resting
in our midst.

Arriving home, I saw my mother adorning
herself with her favourite jewellery. I felt
disappointed. So Ima is not willing to give her
jewels for Hashem’s house, I thought. I looked
at Aba. Was he disappointed too? No, he was
looking on with pride; a serene smile lighting
up his face. What was happening? The two of
them then headed out, towards the centre of the
Machaneh. I followed breathlessly, wondering
where they were headed. As we walked, streams
of people were rushing in the same direction. We
reached a large tent, where great piles of precious
items were accumulating. What happened next
made an indelible impression on me. My parents
entered the tent together, and Aba stepped
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heart…” (Shemos 35, 22.) Rashi comments that
 על הנשיםmeans “with their wives; supported by
them.” Why was it important that the wives
would support their husbands’ giving? The
Maskil LeDovid, a classic commentary on
Rashi, explains that the men were embarrassed
to bring their gold for the Mishkan, due to their
prior willingness to give it for the Eigel. They
needed the moral support of their wives, who
had refused to have anything to do with the
idea (see Shemos 32, 2 with Rashi.) Now, the
men relied on their wives’ innocence of any
association with that episode.
In an alternative explanation, the Ohr
HaChaim writes that to maximise the feeling
that they were giving what was truly valuable,
the men actually encouraged their wives to
adorn themselves with their jewellery before
donating it.
The above account is an attempt to
portray these two explanations, from a
child’s perspective.
I decided to describe this scene from a child’s
perspective, in order to emphasise a particular
point. The Ohr HaChaim’s explanation portrays
the husbands and wives giving together, in
complete unity, with devotion to Hashem. This
is surely an example from the Torah of what
successful chinuch looks like.
As we prepare for Pesach, when we have
the opportunity to pass on the fundamentals of
Yiddishkeit to the next generation, let’s bear the
message of this Parsha in mind. The stronger
our Achdus within the home; the more we show
that Hashem’s mitzvos are what matters most,
the greater our success in chinuch will be.

 כל נדיב לב,ויבאו האנשים על הנשים... – “The men

came with the women; all who were generous of
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What do we learn from Parshas Vayakhel about when the Mishkan was built?
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Torah & Science
ה- ומבשרי אחזה אלו- The UniTy of heaven and earTh
Volume 1: Notes on Spacetime and 'נפש החיים שער ג
This  קונטרסis an initial, small step of an intended groundbreaking series on the Unity of the magisteria of Heaven
and Earth. The series aims to demonstrate the fundamental
correlation and connection between Torah and Science.
The mitzvah of ’ יחוד הis our fundamental role in this world
and revealing the unity of the Supernal Worlds ()חכמת הנסתר
with the Creation ( )חכמת הבריאהis according to the Zohar an
essential aspect of our pre-Messianic era.

Volume 1: Notes on Spacetime and 'נפש החיים שער ג
This volume focuses on Einstein’s Theory of Special Relativity of
1905, Minkowski’s Lecture on Spacetime of 1908, and suggests a
connection to the concepts of  מצידוand  מצידנוas explained in 'שער ג
of R’ Chaim Volozhin’s magnum opus נפש החיים.

This  קונטרסbears  מכתבי ברכהfrom הרב הגאון ר' אברהם גורביץ שליט"א, the ראש
 ישיבהof Gateshead Yeshiva, and also הרב הגאון ר' אליהו ציון סופר שליט"א,
who is  ראש ישיבהof Rechasim, Israel. He is a grandson of the כף החיים,
a prolific writer on חכמת הנסתר, and the author has had the privilege
of learning with him for many years. In addition, there are letters
of approbation from Rav Yisroel Meir Greenberg and Rabbi Moshe
Shatz.

Available from Torah Treasures, Chaim’s Bookstore and the author.

- ה-ומבשרי אחזה אלו

The Unity of Heaven and Earth

The inspiration and motivation to publish this series originated
from two life-changing meetings the author had with 'הרב הגאון ר
משה שפירא זצוק"ל. He introduced a completely new viewpoint of unity
on the grandest of scales from the top of the heavens to the very
lowest foundations of the physical universe. He commented that
the level of understanding of the laws of the universe nowadays,
especially the twin pillars of all modern science, Relativity and
Quantum Mechanics, was “wunderlich” (wonderful) and the unity
and connection between the Supernal Worlds and the Universe
was becoming dramatically clearer in our generation.

The UniTy of heaven and earTh

ה-ומבשרי אחזה אלו
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ומבשרי אחזה

ה-אלו

The UniTy of heaven and earTh
VOLUME 1
Notes on Spacetime and 'נפש החיים שער ג

The physics has been reviewed by Dr. Jeremy Schnittman, a
theoretical astrophysicist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Centre.

GENERAL RELATIVITY
AND THE ARON HAKODESH
The Luchos, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and
the Answers

singularity, the point of singularity in the
centre of a black hole. There, the closer to the
point of singularity, the greater is the effect
on space-time. And this will culminate in it
‘vanishing’ at the point itself.

The Zohar writes that “Kudsha Brich
Hu veOrayso chad hu” - Hakodosh Boruch
Hu and the Torah is considered a unified
entity.1 Our Chazal interpret the letters of the
word “Anochi” - the first word in the Aseros
Hadibros - to mean “Ano Nafshi Kesovis
Yehovis - I have given of Myself in writing”.2
This means to say that some representation
of G-dliness is contained within the Torah,
and thus, kaveyachol, inside the Luchos/Aron.

The nissim described above followed this
pattern: in the Aron itself, space-time ceased
to exist; it had contracted to nothing. Further
afield, in the Heichal, space-time existed, but
was still noticeably affected. The closer it
was, the greater effect on the time dimension
as demonstrated by the ner ma’aravi and
lechem hapanim. The more distant it was,
the lesser the impact, as seen in the space
dimension for the Chatzer and, further afield,
Yerushalayim.

It is therefore unsurprising to find that
the highest sefira, Keser, is associated with
the Luchos. The Gemoroh refers to an angel
named  אכתריאל- derived from the word Keser
- appearing in the Kodesh Hakedoshim.3
Similarly, the Sheloh Hakodosh refers to the
Aseres haDibros as the “Keser Torah”.4

White Holes
This is, of course, not to say that the
Aron is a black hole. In fact, it is quite the
opposite: a black hole is the most extreme
physicality and absorbs all light. The Aron,
on the other hand, contains the greatest
concentration of spirituality and emits the
light6 that sustains the entire universe. What
they have in common is that they are both
points of singularity, though at opposite ends
of the spectrum.7

Perhaps we can suggest that, kaveyachol,
as a metaphor of a metaphor, that Keser,
being the Sefira closest to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu - the Infinite and Perfect Oneness, is
best represented by a point of singularity
(yichud), zero physical dimension (beyond
any physical representation) and also infinity.
Thus, the Aron - the place of the Luchos – is
associated with ‘Keser’ with its intimate
oneness to Hashem, would be almost a
physical expression of that Ultimate Point of
Singularity.5
Consequently, it follows that the impact
on space-time around the Aron would echo
that of another singularity: a ‘physical’

An interesting parallel to this is that,
surprisingly, Einstein’s equations also allow
for another extreme object. It has the same
point of singularity, with infinite density and
similar impact on space-time - except it is
the total reversal of a black hole! It can only

1 Zohar, Achrei Mos 73a
2 Shabbos 105a
3 Berochos 7a
4 Sheloh Hakodosh, Parshas Yisro
5 Rav Y I Chover, (Afikei Yam ad loc) - The Luchos/Torah
has the attributes of a virtual point with zero dimension,
indicating that it is above all physicality.

6 The word Aron is derived from Ohr (light) of Nun (50th level
of kedusha) - referring to the Ohr Hagonuz.
7 This is a separate topic for another time, dealing with the
concept of the debatable 50th Level of Tumah, which is
likewise closely associated to Keser (see HaRav Moshe
Shapiro zt”l in Afikiei Mayim, Pesach, belekutim, velo yuchlo
lehismameah).
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emit light (and not absorb anything), and is
known as a ‘white hole’8. .
The science world has not yet discovered
any, but perhaps we have...

Conclusion
This essay is merely a proposed insight
into the amazing connections between the
foundations of the physical world (Ma’aseh
Bereishis) and the foundations of the spiritual
worlds (Ma’aseh Merkovo). There is so
much more still to explore. The increasing
knowledge of modern science, especially
in fundamental physics – the basis of our
entire universe, will surely help us fulfil
the mitzvos of ahavas Hashem and yichud
Hashem, enabling us to be ever more ready
for the future, when ’ ָה ָא ֶרץ ֵּד ָעה ֶאת ה ּכִ י ָמלְ ָאה
“the world will be filled with knowledge of
Hashem”. At that point, we will understand
the true achdus and the perfect unity of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, which encompasses
the entire creation, from the upper worlds
down to our physical universe:

בת ֶאל לְ ָב ֶבָך ּכִ י ה' הּוא ָה ֱאלקים
ָ וְ יָ ַד ְע ָּת ַהּיום וַ ֲה ֵׁש
ַּב ָּשׁ ַמיִ ם ִמ ַּמ ַעל וְ ַעל ָה ָא ֶרץ ִמ ָּת ַחת ֵאין עוד
Eli Katz learned at Gateshead and Mir Yeshivos
and holds a first-class honours degree in Computer
Science from Imperial College, London. He is
the author of Guide to Priestly Blessings / Ve’Ani
Avorechaim (2004) on Birchas Kohanim, Easy Giving
/ Poseach Tiftach Es Yodcho (2014, 2nd Edition 2016)
on Hilchos Tzedokoh & Ma’aser Kesofim and A
Guide to Tree Enclosures / Emor El HaKohanim
(2015) on Halochos of Tree Ohelos relating to
Taharas Kohanim. His new sefer on Torah & Science:
The Unity of the Spiritual and Physical Worlds, is
planned to be published in 2018.
This article, was first printed in GGBH Mishono
LeShono 5776, and subsequently in Kolmus Edition,
Mishpacha Magazine, Shavous 5777.
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_hole

Rashi (38:8) brings that Moshe initially did not want to accept the mirrors for the Kiyor
from the women. Why then did he accept other donations from the women without
any reservations (35:21)?
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Parshas
Parah

Every year, a few weeks before Pesach, we read the section about the mitzvah of parah
adumah. (the red heifer). Accordingly, this mitzvah teaches us very important life lessons.
The Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh asks why
this mitzvah is called the ‘chok (statute) of the
Torah’, it would have been more appropriate
to say ‘this is the chok of tahara (purity)’. He
answers that the Torah is alluding to us that
if we fulfil this mitzvah even though it has no
reason to it, then the Passuk considers it as
if we have fulfilled the whole Torah, because
fulfilling a mitzva without reason shows that we
are unconditionally willing to follow Hashem’s
Ratson.1
Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l explains that
when a person fulfils a mitzvah that has an
obvious reason to it, it is still not clear that he
is prepared to fulfil the Torah purely because
Hashem commanded it. It could be that he
is doing it because it makes sense to him.
However, once he performs a mitzvah that is
without logic that proves that he keeps all the
mitzvahs, not because they make sense to him,
but because Hashem commanded them.2
This is a fundamental principle of the Torah
- we accept that we must follow Hashem’s will
without making any cheshbonos (calculations)
according to our own logic. Rav Moshe Feinstein
zt”l writes that this was Korach’s mistake in his
theological attacks against Moshe Rabbeinu.
He attempted to expose the fallacy of the
mitzvahs of tsitsis and mezuza by showing their
illogical nature. He argued that the reason for
wearing a thread of techeiles on each corner is
because it resembles the sea, which resembles
the sky, which resembles the Throne of Glory.
Based on this reasoning Korach argued that
one who wears a garment of techeiles should
not need a thread of it on its corner because
there is ample reminder of the sea, sky and the
throne of glory in the actual garment. In reality,
however, the mitzvah applies in all cases,
even where the given reason has no apparent
application because ultimately all mitzvahs
must be observed and should be viewed as a
gezeira (decree) that cannot be questioned.3
In light of this principle, a difficulty arises:
Many of the greatest Torah scholars such as the
Rambam, Sefer HaChinuch and, more recently,
Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch zt”l went to great
lengths to explain the taamey hamitzvos - the
reasons behind the mitzvahs. Yet it is clear from
Parah Adumah that the ultimate reason behind
each mitzvah is beyond human
understanding. Shlomo Hamelech had
thought that he understood the deepest reason
1 Ohr HaChaim Hakados, Chukas, 19:2.
2 Sichos Mussa,r, Chukas, Maamer 78.
3 Darash Moshe, Chukas.
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for every mitzvah until he came to Parah Aduma
which he could not fathom. He then realized
that he did not truly understand the definitive
reason for any of the mitzvahs. In light of this,
how can anyone claim to understand a reason
for any given mitzvah if Shlomo Hamelech, the
wisest man, could not?!
My Rebbe answers by explaining that the
commentaries are not claiming to understand
the ultimate reason behind the mitzvah. We can
have no concept of the genuine reason for any
mitzvah, that is something that belongs in the
highest olamos. However, this does not mean
that the ‘taamey hamitzvos’ have no truth to
them. Hashem, in his infinite wisdom ‘arranged’
it so that each mitzvah can make sense on many
different levels of existence. For example they
can help a person develop desirable character
traits and can enhance relationships.
We see this in many mitzvos: One example of
this is the mitzvah of how to properly slaughter
an animal (shechita). The Ramban writes that
it does not effect Hashem whether we kill an
animal by shechita or by strangling. However,
Hashem instructed us to kill the animal in the
least cruel way in order to teach us the trait
(midda) of being merciful even at the time of
killing4. This does not mean that we slaughter
animals the way we do because it will help us be
more merciful, we do it that way purely because
Hashem commanded us to. Nevertheless this
does not take away from the fact that Hashem
also intended for us to develop favourable
middos through observing the mitzvahs.
Thus, notwithstanding the fact that we
cannot fathom the ultimate reason for the
mitzvahs, we can nonetheless understand
taamim to the mitzvahs that are true on a
certain level. With this understanding we can
now appreciate why the commentaries held it
was so important to teach us taamey hamitzvos.
It is true that we keep the mitzvahs solely
because Hashem instructed us to, however, it
is not sufficient that we merely do the mitzvah
robotically, without any thought as to what
we are doing. Mitzvos are intended to change
us into better people, and the way that they do
this is through the taamey hamitzvos. The Sefer
Hachinuch tells us the shoresh (root) to every
mitzvah - why? So that we can have an idea of
what we are supposed to gain from performing
this mitzvah and we can work towards achieving
that benefit.
The prohibition of lashon hara (negative
speech) demonstrates this idea. Rabbeinu

Yonah explains the taam of this prohibition
with a story. A wise man was walking with his
students when they came across the corpse of
a dead dog. One of the students commented on
how disgusting this corpse was. The wise man
replied that it had very nice, white teeth5. He was
teaching his student the midda of focusing on
the good. This, Rabbeinu Yonah writes, is the
taam of shemiras halashon. There is no actual
prohibition of lashon hara for focusing on the
unpleasant aspects of a dead dog, however one
who sees things in a negative fashion misses
the point about lashon hara. It is not enough
merely to not speak badly about others, the root
of the mitzvah is to focus on the good in people.
In refraining from speaking badly about others,
one should strive to transform himself into a
person with a positive outlook on life.
We have seen how parah aduma teaches us
that we are obligated to fulfil mitzvahs without
questioning their logic, and yet at the same
time, we are also obligated to understand the
taamim of the mitzvahs so that we can grow
from them in the intended way.
A recommended way to achieve this is
to spend some time analyzing the taamey
hamitzvos. There are many sources, one can
look to the earlier sources such as Rambam in
Moreh Nevuchim and Sefer Hachinuch or turn
to later commentaries such as Rav Hirsch or
Rav Aryeh Kaplan zt”l. By doing this we can
remind ourselves that each mitzvah has taamim
that we are supposed to be aware of and use to
grow from.
This is not an easy task because there is a
strong yetser hara that allows us to do mitzvahs
as long as we miss their intended purpose The
story is told of a great Rabbi who visited a home
for the Friday night meal. As he and his host
entered the house, they saw that the challah had
not been covered as is the custom. The host,
upset at this failing in front of his honoured
guest, proceeded to berate his hapless wife
in front of his guest. After this outburst, the
Rabbi gently took him aside and asked him if
he knew why we cover the challah? The reason
is so as not to embarrass it when we bless on
the wine before it. By embarrassing his wife
the host demonstrated that he had clearly not
internalized the message of this custom. All the
mitzvahs have internal messages - it is up to us
to learn them and use them in their intended
way.
5 Shaarey Teshuva, Shaar 3, Maamer 216,217.

4 Ramban, Ki Setsey, 22:6.

5. How many times is the building of the mishkan mentioned in the Torah?
livingwithmitzvos.com

Rabbi
Ben Tzion Shafier

7

Founder, Shmuz.com

Parshas
Pekudei

The author can be contacted at office@theshmuz.com

Columbus Discovered
America – Hashem Invented It

“And they brought the Mishkan to Moshe, the tent and all of the vessels” [Shemos 39:33]
It wasn’t Moshe’s action.
It was a miracle.
When all the parts of the Mishkan had been
fashioned, they were brought to Moshe, who
actually stood the walls up and erected the
Mishkan. Rashi explains that because of the
massive weight of the materials, none of the
people involved in forming the Mishkan were
able to erect it, so they brought the materials
to Moshe. Moshe was also unable to lift up
the heavy walls, so Hashem said to him, “Go
through the motions as if you are lifting them,
and they will be lifted on their own.”
The difficulty with this Rashi is that one
pasuk later (in 40:18) it says, “And Moshe
erected the Mishkan.” Moshe is credited with
actually putting up the Mishkan. Yet the
Medrash tells us that not only didn’t he put it
up, he wasn’t even physically capable of doing
it. In what sense can the Torah consider that
Moshe raised the Mishkan when it clearly
wasn’t his action?

Creative in name, but not
in principle
The answer to this question can be found
by understanding any creative act of man. We
take pre-existing elements, use pre-formed
systems, turn a switch, and take the credit for
the result. In our minds’ eye, it is our effort that
brought forth the product, but in reality, we did
little but use the machinery already in place.
An analogy to this would be:

Frank the cookie baker
Every day, when Frank leaves work, he
takes home two packages of freshly baked
cookies for his kids. His children love to brag
about the delicious cookies their father makes.
Frank’s kids are the envy of the entire first
grade. Naturally, when the class is planning on

having a bake sale, who do they ask for help
with the recipes? Frank!
Unfortunately, Frank doesn’t know that
much about baking cookies. You see, Frank
works in a factory. Every morning exactly at
4:20 AM, Frank pushes the switch that starts
the operation rolling, and exactly 35 minutes
later, out comes the first batch of Stella D’oro
Chocolate Fudge cookies.
Frank didn’t create the process; he doesn’t
even know which ingredients go into the
mixture. He wouldn’t be able to tell you the
different preservatives and flavouring that are
used. He wouldn’t be able to explain to you
the difference between radiant and convection
heat and their effect on the crispness of the
cookie. He certainly isn’t capable of creating
the intricate system of conveyer belts, mixers,
and feeder chain ovens needed to produce
that cookie. His job is to flip the switch. The
machine does the rest.

Columbus discovered
America – he didn’t
invent it
When man harnesses a force of nature, we
look at him with awe and reverence. What a
brilliant thinker! He invented something that
wasn’t! Inadvertently, we attribute the wisdom
of the system to the one who harnessed it.
This is a fallacy. It’s much like Columbus’
finding America – he discovered it, but he didn’t
create it. When man taps into a powerful force
in Hashem’s world, he has created nothing.
He has uncovered some of the intricacies of
the systems and machines that Hashem
uses to run this world. Using systems, laws,
principles, and entire machines already in
place, man comes along and changes a gear.
The effect may be significant, but he created
nothing. He discovered a bit of the elaborate

1.

The Baal Haturim (35:1) brings that it is seen from the words “Eileh Hadvarim”. The
word “devarim” means things, the minimum being two. The addition “Hei” makes
three. The word “Eileh” is the gematria of 36 making a total of 39. It then goes on to
discuss about Shabbos.

2.

This is because havara, burning, does not seem like so much of a melocha. The
Sforno says that burning seems to be a kilkul, destructive. However, since it is used
in most melachos therefore it is forbidden.

3.

The Vilna Gaon (Shir Hashirim, 1:4) brings that Moshe came down from the mountain
on Yom Kippur, the 10th of Tishrei. Then he gathered them (Vayakhel, 35:1) and told
them about the Mishkan on the 11thof Tishrei. Then the people brought donations

machinery that Hashem brought forth in the
six days of Creation.

The difference between
Moshe Rabbenu and us
The answer to the question on Rashi seems
to be that Moshe Rabbeinu understood that any
action that he engaged in was but flipping the
switch. It is Hashem’s machine, and Hashem’s
rules run that machine.
If Hashem said that today in this situation,
going through the motions is what will bring
about the results – then it is just a different
way of flipping the switch. When Moshe went
through the motions of lifting the Mishkan, the
action was still attributable to him because
Hashem said that in regards to that situation,
this was the system that He set up. You wave
your hands, and this will be the result. In that
sense, Moshe used the system that Hashem
put into place. It was no different than a farmer
planting wheat or a couple having a child. It’s
all miraculous, and man’s role is always just
going through the motions. As such, this was
how Moshe erected the Mishkan. He used
Hashem’s machine to bring about the result.
This understanding is pivotal in our
understanding of Hashem’s involvement in
nature and the running of this world, and it
focuses our perspective of our own involvement
in this world.
Rabbi Ben Tzion Shafier was a high school Rebbe
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inspiration to 10,000 people across the globe, reflects
the down-to-earth, practical voice of Rabbi Shafier.
Offering refreshing parasha thoughts, life-changing
hashkafa workshops, and captivating marriage
seminars (like “10 Really Dumb Mistakes that Very
Smart Couples Make”), Rabbi Shafier is direct, daring,
and downright funny, providing audiences with
essential Torah principles packaged in an enticing,
enjoyable way. A father of six and grandfather of four,
Rabbi Shafier lives in Monsey, New York.

ANSWERS

for the next two days (36:3) and then on the 14th of Tishrei the craftsmen weighed
and counted the donations and then the actual building of the Mishkan started on
the 15th of Tishrei.

4.

The Ramban (38:18) answers that the other donations from the women would be
mixed together and annulled with the donations from the men. However, the mirrors
were only given by the women and therefore were queried.

5.

The Vilna Gaon (Aderes Eliyohu, 36:8) brings that the building of the Mishkan is
mentioned a total of seven times, to bring it down through the seven heavenly realms
to this world.
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 קול מקדש- Creating our Continuity

F

riday night in a Jewish home,
the scene is set. The aroma of
fresh Shabbos food fills the room,
everyone is dressed in their finest
and the table is laid, fit for a king. The
reflection of the deep red wine glistens on
the silver cup and everyone can feel how
this is an auspicious moment.
The very first zemer we sing is Kol
Mekadesh Shevii. What special message
lies in these words that they were chosen
to stand at the very beginning of the
Shabbos meal?
There is a glaring question on a famous
verse regarding Shabbos;
The verse states;
“V’eshamru Bnei Yisroel es HaShabbos
la’asos es HaShabbos”
“And the children of Israel shall guard the
Shabbos, to make the Shabbos”
If one ‘guards’ the Shabbos, he is
effectively ‘making’ Shabbos, so the obvious
question is, why does the verse repeat itself?
Rabbi Chaim ben Moshe ibn Attar (16961743) in his sefer ‘Ohr Hachayim’ gives a
fascinating insight. He tells us that when
Hashem created the world, in effect He only
created six actual days. The power for the
world to continue another week was not yet
in existence. It is only through Klal Yisroel
keeping Shabbos that the energy for another
week of days comes to be. The continuity of
the world directly depends on us guarding
this holy day.

With this, the Bnei Yissachar (Rabbi Zvi
Elimelech Spira 1783-1841) explains our
troublesome verse; “And the children of
Israel shall guard the Shabbos” if we ‘guard’
Shabbos, the verse continues; “to make the
Shabbos” it will ‘make’ a new existence…
the existence of another week.

was contemplating calling it a day…
and then… your father drove by.

My brother Reb Mordechai Shlita shared
with me the following powerful story;

The midget concluded, “That Rabbi
literally saved my life, for the very
first time in my life I felt tall!”

Chana Malka Geldzahler was driving
along the Garden State Parkway
from New Jersey to New York; she
was running low on petrol so she
stopped at the next gas station.
The attendant who came to service
her car was a dwarf. Suddenly he
caught sight of a picture lying on the
passenger seat. “How do you know
that man,” he said pointing at the
picture “Where is he? I have been
looking for him for over two years.”
The picture was a portrait of
Chana Malka’s father, Rav Eliezer
Geldzahler, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva
Ohr Yisroel. Rav Geldzahler had
tragically passed away when the
bus he was riding on crashed near
Meron in Eretz Yisroel.
As she broke the news to the midget,
he began to cry. Now it was his turn
to explain; “Being a midget isn’t an
easy life, people come by every day
and try to look away when I serve
them. They shift awkwardly when I
am nearby. I found things so hard I

Sometimes it is hard to see which of our
actions are small and which ones are tall. A
few kind words from Rav Geldzahler could
be perceived as a nice, cute gesture however
to this young fellow it saved his life. The
same is true for many of our actions, but
especially Shabbos.
When a person keeps Shabbos he
can mistakenly think that he is doing a
small, trivial act of observance, however
as previously explained when we keep
Shabbos, we are in effect ‘creating worlds’.
The opening words of Kol Mekadesh Shevii
tell us this exact message;
“Kol mekadesh shevii k’roi lo… Secharo
harbeh meod al pi pe’olo”
“Whoever guards the Shabbos correctly…
his reward is way beyond the scope of
his actions”
So as we begin Shabbos, it is important
for us to know that we are not embarking
on a small, minor journey. Instead when
we keep Shabbos, we are creating our
continuity!
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He looked me in the eye and said;
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