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They may be ubiquitous but they weren’t the
first; the Torah was translated into other languages
long before Artscroll came along. In fact the first
translation is recorded in this week’s Sedra, וכתבת
 על האבנים את כל דברי התורה הזאת באר היטב- “and you
should write upon the stones all the words of this
Torah, very clearly.” On those two last words באר
היטב, Rashi explains that it means to translate it into
seventy languages. Rambam goes a stage further
and says that not only was the Torah translated into
seventy different languages, but they even used the
specific script of those languages. Of course there
is a Machlokoes if the entire Torah was written
(Ramban) or just ( ספר דבריםMetzudot Dovid), just the
Mitzvos (Radak) or just the  ברכות וקללותmentioned
in this Sedra (Ralbag).
What though was the purpose in translating the
Torah, especially when according to the Ramban
they had to either find extremely large stones or a
miracle happened to allow so much text, with all the
Tagim as well to fit on normal sized stones?
The Gemarah (Sotah 35b) says that it was for the
benefit of the Nations of the world, and to remove their
excuse as to why they did not learn the Torah. Whilst
it makes sense to translate the Torah for the Nations
of the world, we have at least two circumstances
where the Torah was given to the Yidden in seventy
languages; once is at  מתן תורהwhere according to
Rabbi Yochanan (Gemarah Shabbat 88b) the עשרת
 הדברותsplit into all 70 languages and then again in
דברים, when Moshe is giving a speech specifically to
the  בנ’’יand again  רש’’יtranslates the word  בארas
translating the speech into the 70 languages of the
world. Why though would the  בנ’’יneed to have the
Torah translated, wouldn’t they all understand ?לה’’ק
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Rabbi Mordechai Jaffe in Levush Haorah writes
that Moshe was in fact worried that some of the
 בנ’’יwouldn’t understand  לה’’קand that is why he
translated it, although why did he wait for 40 years
to do so, whereas Rabbi Noson Shapiro in Imrei
Shefer writes that Moshe translated it for the Yidden
in the future who might not understand לה’’ק. But
again, why would he force all the  בנ’’יto listen to the
entire Torah seventy times just for the one Jew who
in the future might only speak Urdu?
The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Likutei Sichos 36)
explains that Moshe was taking the unique quality
of the Torah and imbuing into every Shiur, Dvar
Torah and Sefer that would ever be written. As
Ramban tells us  לה’’קis called  קדשspecifically as
that was the language that Hashem uses, both in
creating the world and in speaking to the Nevi’im
etc. It has an intrinsic quality, it is why there is an
advantage to Davening in  לה’’קeven when one does
not understand the meaning of the words. Therefore,
when Moshe translated the Torah he took that
unique quality and infused it into our learning today,
regardless of which language we use.
This has a practical outcome in Halacha,
whereby we are allowed to save Seforim from a fire
on Shabbos, regardless of what language they are
written in. But it also has a more spiritual outcome,
in that we can reliably spread the authentic voice
of the Torah everywhere in the world and for it to
have the same Kedusha and impact irrespective of
its language.

For questions on Divrei Torah
please contact the Editor in Chief,
Rabbi Yonasan Roodyn:
rabbiroodyn@jewishfuturestrust.com
To receive this via email
please email:
mc@markittech.com

To Sponsor
a Week
please email
mc@markittech.com

Cost per week: £500 - which covers production costs

לרפואת

אריאל יהודה בן יהודית נ"י
'חיה רוחמה בת אטא תחי

Please
daven for

Harav
Meir Yitzchock
Shmuel ben
Genendal
שליט"א
Rabbi Malcolm
Herman

Rabbi Lewis can be contacted at:
rabbidovid@southmanchestersynagogue.org.uk

Yerushalayim, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Baltimore, Beit- Shemesh, Birmingham, Borehamwood, Budapest, Cancun, Detroit, Edgware, Elstree, Gateshead, Gibraltar,
Glasgow, Hale, Henderson, Hong Kong, Ilford, Johannesburg, Lakewood, Larnaca, Las Vegas, Leeds, London, Los Angeles, Manchester, Melbourne, Miami, Milan,
New York, Oslo, Paris, Petach Tikva, Philadelphia, Pressburg, Radlett, Ruislip, Santiago, Sao Paulo, Southend, Tallinn, Tarzana, Toronto, Uman, Vienna, Zurich

Rabbi Mashiach
Kelaty

44

Rabbi of Stanmore United Synagogue Sephardi Kehilla

SEDRA
SUMMARY
Thank you to Chabad.org

M

oses instructs the
people of Israel: When
you enter the land that
G-d is giving to you as your
eternal heritage, and you settle
it and cultivate it, bring the firstripened fruits (bikkurim) of your
orchard to the Holy Temple,
and declare your gratitude for
all that G-d has done for you.
Our Parshah also includes the
laws of the tithes given to the
Levites and to the poor, and
detailed instructions on how to
proclaim the blessings and the
curses on Mount Gerizim and
Mount Eival—as discussed in
the beginning of the Parshah
of Re’eh. Moses reminds the
people that they are G-d’s
chosen people, and that they,
in turn, have chosen G-d.
The latter part of Ki Tavo
consists of the Tochachah
(“Rebuke”). After listing the
blessings with which G-d
will reward the people when
they follow the laws of the
Torah, Moses gives a long,
harsh account of the bad
things—illness, famine, poverty
and exile—that shall befall
them if they abandon G-d’s
commandments.
Moses concludes by telling
the people that only today,
forty years after their birth as a
people, have they attained “a
heart to know, eyes to see and
ears to hear.”

Parshah

Vampire Logic
We’ve all heard of vampires. Those mythical
creatures that prey on hapless humans and drink
their blood. The evil incarnate Dracula with his
fangs at the ready. A whole enterprise was created
because of these humanoid leeches. One legend
about vampires is that they cannot exist in the light
[this is probably based on the life of a bat, who
only comes out at night]. Vampires have to resign
themselves to pottering around in graveyards and
sleeping in coffins. But woe is to the one who is
caught out in daylight. He will wither and die [at
the very least, it’s not good for his complexion].
The verse in this week’s parasha tells us “These
shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people…
and these shall on Mount Eval for the curse”
(27:12,13). Six tribes were on one mountain, and
six on the other. Rashi brings the Gemara in Sotah
37b which tells us that besides the 12 tribes split
between these two mountains, the Cohanim and
the Leviim were in the valley between them. They
were to utter the curses and the blessings, and the
tribes would answer Amen. But why mention the
valley between the two mountains?
There is an important lesson to be learnt from
here. Just like there is a definitive area between the
mountains of blessings and curses, so there is a
definite demarcation between good and evil. There
are no grey areas. You can’t say ‘this is mostly a
mitzvah’ or ‘this is mostly an aveirah’. Either it is
100% mitzvah or 100% aveirah. Whereas a vampire
cannot exist in daylight, he thrives in the dark. But
there is no twilight for them. It’s either/or.
The danger begins when the boundaries are
blurred. And that is where the human being comes
in. Humans are very complex creatures. It’s never
black or white with us. Nothing is straightforward
when it comes to mankind. But that’s not the
reality. The reality is that, like the vampires, evil
can only exist in the dark. Light will vanquish
dark, and kedusha will vanquish tumah. The two
can never, and will never, co-exist. Which is the
reason why, when a person does a mitzvah, at
that moment he is a tzaddik. Nothing else in the
world matters at that moment. His integrity cannot

be impugned. He is a full blown, no holds barred,
dyed in the wool tzaddik.
Isn’t that in and of itself a tremendous and
inspiring thought? Do a mitzvah – be a tzaddik!
Keep doing mitzvot – keep being a tzaddik! What
greater incentive does one need for teshuva! Bear
this in mind during this virtuous month of Elul.
Seize the opportunity for a mitzvah. And make sure
to do it with enthusiasm...
The story is told about John the Russian soldier,
who was enlisted by his unit to guard the weapons
overnight. He did this with tremendous devotion to
duty, in the perishing cold, until, during the middle
of the night, he literally froze, and fell to the ground
with acute hypothermia. His comrades discovered
him, and managed to defrost him (probably with
hot towels and plenty of cognac).
You would think that this man would receive
a hero’s welcome. But he was in fact arrested for
dereliction of duty, and made to stand trial in front
of a military court.
John felt, at the very least, peeved and
unappreciated. During his defence, he claimed that
he had literally put his life on the line guarding
the weapons cache, until he could stand no more.
What else was expected of him?
Despite this impassioned plea, he was
pronounced guilty. The military council stated that
if he had thought about the Czar and mother Russia,
the heat would have literally made him sweat.
His crime? He didn’t feel the heat!
It’s not good enough for us to go through the
motions and ‘keep what our parents kept’, in a
soulless fashion, without any thought about what
we are doing...We have to make ourselves sweat
when we serve Him! Know your Maker, and know
Him well. Feel the fire of Torah within your bones.
Don’t be caught sleeping on duty!
May we all feel the heat, and serve Hashem with
a burning passion.
Tizku lshanim rabbot, tovot une’imot.

Rabbi Kelaty can be contacted at:
rabbikelaty@gmail.com
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Which is the only letter of the Aleph-Beis missing from Parshas Bikurim?
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Serving Hashem with Joy
In this week’s parasha, Moshe charges his
precious nation for instructions for entering Eretz
Yisrael. The people must set up stones on crossing
the Yarden, build altars and offer sacrifices.
The shlomim
as follows:

offerings

are

Yosef says in Bavel coloured clothing and in Eretz
Yisroel, linen clothing, which is ironed.
The difficulty of the beraisa is that there
seems to be no mention of eating meat! Tosafos
answer by saying that of course in times of the
Beis Hamikdash, the only way to fulfil the mitzva
of Simchas Yom Tov is through eating meat of the
korbanos. This beraisa is dealing with post Beis
Hamikdash and is teaching us a chiddush that
even though there is no Beis Hamikdash, there
still exists a mitzva of Simchas Yom Tov.

described

לקיך-וזבחת שלמים ואכלת שם ושמחת לפני ה' א
“And you shall sacrifice there, offerings of wellbeing and eat them, rejoicing before the L-RD
your G-D.” [Devorim 27:7]
The Gemoroh elaborates on this element of
Simcha generated by bringing a korbon:

The first question to tackle, is whether this
mitzva is d’oraissa or d’rabonon. Tosafos in
moed katan 14b state explicitly that it is rabbinic.
However, Rambam in Hilchos YT 6:17 implies
the opposite:

Rabbi Yehuda Ben Beseirah said: In the days
of the Beis Hamikdash, there was only Simcha
through meat, as it says: (Devorim 27:7) “And you
shall sacrifice there, offerings of well-being and
eat them, rejoicing before the L-RD your G-D”.
Now that the Beis Hamikdash is not in existence,
there is only joy through wine, as it says: (Tehillim
1-4:15) “And wine gladdens the heart of man”.

וחייב אדם להיות בהן שמח וטוב לב הוא ובניו ואשתו ובני בניו
 אף על פי שהשמחה.'וכל הנלוים עליו שנאמר ושמחת בחגך וגו
האמורה כאן היא קרבן שלמים כמו שאנו מבארין בהלכות
חגיגה יש בכלל אותה שמחה לשמוח הוא ובניו ובני ביתו כל
.אחד כראוי לו

The concept of Simcha is also mentioned in
parshas Re’eh:

A person is required to be joyful on yom tov; he,
his family and his wife, and all who are with him,
as it says “And you shall rejoice on the festival…”
And even though the joy mentioned in the verse
is through the korban shlomim, within that very
simcha itself, is an understanding that one must
rejoice in whichever way is suitable.

ושמחת בחגך אתה ובנך ובתך ועבדך ואמתך והלוי והגר והיתום
והאלמנה אשר בשעריך
“You shall rejoice in your festival, with your son
and daughter, your male and female slave, the
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow
in your communities.”

In other words, the mitzva of Simchas Yom Tov
nowadays is rooted in the Biblical commandment
and is therefore Biblical nowadays. The mishna
berura in  תקכטsides with the Rambam.

This joy is actually the source of the concept
of what we call שמחת יום טוב, achieving a level of
contentment and happiness on Yom Tov through
specific measures. In that regard, a further
beraisa in the gemoro there in Pesachim states
the following:

The next question is how one fulfils this
mitzvah nowadays. The Rambam continues
and says:

תניא רבי יהודה בן בתירא אומר בזמן שבית המקדש קיים אין
 ז) וזבחת שלמים ואכלת,שמחה אלא בבשר שנאמר (דברים כז
שם ושמחת לפני ה' אלהיך ועכשיו שאין בית המקדש קיים אין
 טו) ויין ישמח לבב אנוש,שמחה אלא ביין שנאמר (תהלים קד

 והנשים קונה.כיצד הקטנים נותן להם קליות ואגוזים ומגדנות
 והאנשים אוכלין בשר.להן בגדים ותכשיטין נאים כפי ממונו
.ושותין יין שאין שמחה אלא בבשר ואין שמחה אלא ביין

Rabbi Chaim said: A man has to make his
children and wife happy on Yom Tov, as it says
(Devorim 16:14): “And you shall rejoice in your
festival” – with what do we rejoice? With wine.
Rabbi Yehuda said men rejoice with what is
suitable for them, and women with what is
suitable for them. Men – it is fitting to have wine.
And women – what should they have? Rabbi
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The Beis Yosef doesn’t answer, and in his psak
in the Shulchan Oruch, leaves out any mention
of eating meat as a way to fulfil the mitzvah of
Simchas Yom Tov.
However, the Bach offers an answer to the
question of Beis Yosef. He explains that eating
from meat of a korban carries two levels of
simcha. The fact that one has brought a korban
to Hashem, and secondly, the pleasurable
experience of eating meat.
It is no surprise that the second reason pales
into insignificance compared to the first reason,
but the novel suggestion of the Bach is that whilst
eating meat not from a korban is pleasurable, it
is less pleasurable than drinking wine. That is
why when the beraisa talked about fulfilment of
this mitzvah post-Beis Hamikdash, it mentioned
only drinking wine, but for sure, one can fulfil the
mitzvah through eating meat as well.
The Biur Halocho mentions the Bach and
seems to pasken that consumption of meat is
a bona fide means of fulfilling the mitzvah of
Simchas Yom Tov nowadays.
The Sha’agas Aryeh has an extensive teshuva
about the mitzva of Simchas Yom Tov and
learns that the fulfilment of Simchas Yom Tov
nowadays is actually subjective. As opposed
to other mitzvos, where the Torah commands
something universally, regardless of people’s
circumstances or dispositions, this mitzvah is
meant to be subjective. In other words, adhering
to the guidelines provided by the Shulchas Oruch,
but whilst also ensuring to do anything else that
provides an individual with simcha.

How do you give the little ones Simcha? With
popcorn, nuts and delicacies, and the women –
buy them clothes and jewellery, according to
ones means. Men should eat meat and drink
wine, for there is only joy through meat, and there
is only joy through wine.

Either way, the poskim mention whilst
ensuring strict observance of this mitzvah in
its physical form, it is no less important to
ensure that one takes advantage of the spiritual
opportunities latent within the Yomim Tovim.

The Tur brings this Rambam upon which the
Beis Yosef raises an interesting question. The

Rabbi Laundau can be contacted at:
blandau@mesilauk.org
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beraisa clearly stated that nowadays, men can
only fulfil this mitzvah through wine, and that
consumption of meat was only a fulfilment of the
mitzvah when the meat in question was meat of
a korban. Why then does the Rambam mention
eating meat in his list of ways to fulfil the mitzvah?
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The Mishna in Bikurim notes that there is a difference between a rich and poor man
when bringing bikurim. The rich man gets back his basket while the poor man forfeits
his to the Kohen. Surely it should be the other way around?
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Getting
Your Tefillos
Answered
Understanding why
and how tefilla works
A Jewish perspective

Have you ever had a tefilla answered? Stop for a moment and consider
the implications.
You live in a small town in the Midwest. There is an extremely large
and unsightly pothole in front of your house. For the last four months the
local municipality has ignored your persistent requests to have it fixed.
Finally, in an act of frustration, you call the White House and ask for the
president. (Hey, it’s worth a try.)
To your utter amazement, the president himself gets on the phone.
You quickly explain your problem. The president listens for a minute,
takes down your address, and then hangs up. You don’t really expect
anything to be done about it.
The next morning you look out your window and, lo and behold, an
army corps of engineers is busy at work fixing your road. The president
of the United States took your request seriously and sent in the troops to
fix the pothole.
This is what it means to get your tefilla answered.
Now, we all know this isn’t happening to a regular Joe. But who is the
one person who can always get through to the president?
His child, of course.
Hashem is our Father and we are His child. Just as a parent fulfils a
child’s request, so, too, Hashem answers our tefillos. But in order to have
Hashem answer your tefilla, you need to know He is willing and able to

do so. And you have to be honest, sincere and responsible about what
you pray for, as King David wrote, “Hashem is close to all those who call
upon Him, to all who call upon Him sincerely” (Psalms 145:18). Tefilla
requires accessing your inner core and being real with Hashem. Where
are you, and what do you really want? It means dropping all pretences
and communicating your genuine thoughts and needs, in the reality of
Hashem’s presence.

Why Do We Need To Pray?
Hashem already knows our needs. He certainly does not need us to
remind Him of them. So why do we need to pray? Why doesn’t Hashem
just give us what we need without our having to ask?
Hashem does not need our tefillos – we do. Tefilla is a reflection of our
desires and an extension of our power of free choice. It helps us refine and
affirm what it is we want out of life. If a billionaire father handed his child
unlimited cash on a silver platter, the child would grow up terribly spoiled
and irresponsible. Similarly, if Hashem gave us everything automatically,
we would never be forced to work out what it is we really want in life. Life
would be comfortable, but we would remain shallow and undeveloped. It
is through the challenges we face and the efforts we make as a result of
those challenges that we learn to appreciate the value of what we want.
Hashem has our best interests at heart. He wants us to earn our
growth because that is how we retain our independence and become real
about what it is we want to accomplish.

Calling Rabbonim and Avreichim

Send in Divrei Torah on the following Topics
SUCCOS / YOMIM NOROIM / BENCHING / ZEMIROS
(700 Words / by the 3rd Sept ):
Please send to: JRoodyn@jfutures.org

OnegShabbos

47

Five Aspects to Being Real with Tefilla
#1: Get Clear on Your
Bottom Line: Is What
You Want Good for You?

and I won’t take the dollar from my father.
You can trust me. It's a loan. Okay?"
No dollar.
Finally, I rounded the corner and the
school was in sight. It was time to pull
out all the stops. “Hashem, give me one
dollar, and I’ll never do anything wrong
again for the rest of my life!”

To get our tefillos answered, we
have to know that what we seek is in
our best interests. Will the fulfilment of
this request bring us closer to Hashem
or push us further away? We can only
expect Hashem to answer our tefilla if its
attainment will bring us closer to reality,
not escapism.

Then I caught myself. “Noach, who are
you kidding? If you find the dollar, you’re
going to play hooky!”

When I was eight years old, the
World’s Fair came to New York. My entire
class decided to play hooky one day and
go to the World’s Fair. But there was one
condition: Everyone had to bring a dollar.
If you did not have a dollar, you could
not come.

We cannot expect Hashem to give
us a dollar so that we can do the wrong
thing. To avoid this mistake, we need
to do the work of clarifying our desires.
We need to ask ourselves: Why do we
want this? Does the Almighty want us to
have this? Hashem’s answer – whether
yes or no – always tells us something
important about ourselves or will likely
give us insight into the validity of what
we are seeking.

When I was a child the only way I could
get a dollar from my father was to learn
a chapter of Mishnah by heart. But there
was no way I could memorize a whole
chapter on such short notice. So I figured
I might as well go to school that day. I
would be the only one there – a hero!

Before you ask, make sure what you
are praying for is good for you.

#2: Be Responsible,
Make an Effort

I started walking to school when it
suddenly occurred to me: Keep your eyes
on the pavement, Noach, maybe you’ll
find a dollar!

Tefilla is not an escape from personal
effort and responsibility. It is a tool to
help us refine our understanding of what
we want and to realize that Hashem is the
true source of all that we accomplish.

I started looking. One block. No dollar.
Two blocks. No dollar. I started to pray,
“Hashem, a dollar bill... You have them
lying around the street sometimes. Just
this one time, let me find a dollar bill.”

Tefilla focuses us on reality. If we are
serious about what we are praying for,
then we first need to be responsible and
put in our best efforts to make it happen.
Tefilla is not a wish; it is predicated on
working hard and taking responsibility.

Two more blocks, no dollar. I thought
maybe Hashem wants something from
me. So I started making all kinds of
promises. “Hashem, I’ll take out the
garbage. And I won’t fight with my sister.”

Ask yourself: Do I really want to
accomplish this? Am I willing to take
responsibility to do what I can to attain
it? How much am I prepared to sacrifice
for it?

Still no dollar.
I upped the ante. “Hashem, if You give
me a dollar, I’ll learn a chapter of Mishnah

#3: Expect the Good
Being real about tefilla means we
realize we are praying to our Father in
Heaven Who wants only our good and
has the power to do anything. Therefore,
we should anticipate that Hashem
wants to help us. Anything we ask for is
infinitesimally less than what Hashem
has already given to us.
If we do not expect that Hashem will
answer our tefilla, Hashem will not invade
our space and shock us with success. He
wants us to earn the realization that He
is our Father in Heaven and that we can
always count on Him.
By turning our tefilla down, Hashem
is telling us that we have a problem that
needs addressing; we need to realign.
To illustrate, imagine a 22-year-old
driving through Manhattan during
rush hour in the middle of July. Red
lights, gridlock, honking, summer heat...
aggravation.
If his father was in charge of all the
traffic lights in New York City and was
able to track his location at any given
time, he’d have it made. His father would
arrange one green light after another, all
the way across town!
The Al-mighty can arrange it for
him. He created the universe. Traffic in
Manhattan is not overly taxing for Him.
So here goes our driver. Green light,
green light, green light, green light. He
says to himself, This is too good to be true.
I don’t deserve this.
Red light.
If you don’t anticipate Hashem’s help,
then you have lost sight of Hashem as
your Father. So Hashem breaks the flow
in order to realign your focus.
continued on next page
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The parsha talks about saying two viduyim: for bikurim and for maaser sheini. Why by
bikurim does he say it out in a loud voice while by maaser he says it quietly, ‘?לפני ה

continued from previous page

Focus on the fact that the Almighty
wants everything to be good for you.
When you do that, He’ll move mountains
to answer a tefilla that is good for you.

#4: Be Shocked if You
Don’t Get It
Nothing Hashem does is an accident.
If things do not go smoothly for you, your
first reaction should be one of shock.
“What’s going on? Why is Hashem doing
this? What message does He want me to
get?”1
An uncle wrote letters to his nephew at
college to find out how he was doing and
keep up the relationship. After six months
and numerous letters, the nephew hadn’t
written back once.
The next time, the uncle wrote his
standard letter, but this time, he added
a P.S.: “I’ve enclosed a hundred dollar
check for you.” Then he deliberately
mailed the letter without the check.
The nephew received the letter and
could not find the check. As expected, the
uncle immediately got a letter in return:
“College is great... I like my dorm room...
I’m taking physics. By the way, you
forgot to enclose the check. Love, your
favourite nephew.”
The Al-mighty knows how to get our
attention. When we forget that He loves
us, He sends a red light to refocus us.

But there’s one big difference between
the uncle and Hashem: Hashem is
not hurt when we ignore Him. We are.
Hashem has no needs and doesn’t need
a relationship with us. It is we who need
a relationship with Him. Our greatest
pleasure is being in touch with Hashem.
That’s why He arranges small mishaps
to get our attention. It is all for our
own benefit.

#5: Listen to
Hashem’s Lessons
If you are serious about a relationship
with Hashem, then you understand that
Hashem is always teaching you, even
when He does not answer your tefilla in
the affirmative.
When life is suddenly full of
inconveniences, stop and ask: Why is
He trying to get my attention? In some
ways this is the most demanding aspect,
because it requires us to hold onto the
perception that Hashem is our Father in
Heaven and that everything He does is for
our good, even when we are feeling pain.
Saying with clarity and conviction, “Gam
zu l’tovah, this too is for the good,” with no
resentment and bitterness, demonstrates
the deepest realization that Hashem is
our loving Father.
If we are unable to say “Gam zu
l’tovah” with a full heart, then it is almost
impossible for us to properly hear what
Hashem is saying to us. Hashem is very

articulate, but if we lose sight of the fact
that He is our Father in Heaven, then our
relationship is off kilter and any lesson
we derive will necessarily be distorted.
With the awareness that Hashem loves us,
we can take stock of this area of our life
and try to understand what the Almighty
is telling us.

In Summary
Tefilla takes real work. It requires
getting into your bones that the Almighty
is your Father in Heaven Who loves you.
Know what you want and why you want
it, and ensure that what you are seeking
is in fact good for you. Take responsibility
and put in your effort. Expect the good and
be shocked if things do not go smoothly.
Ask yourself, why is the Al-mighty trying
to get my attention? And lastly, strive to
understand the lesson the Al-mighty is
sending you. Ask yourself: What is He
teaching me?
Applying these tools to the daily
tefillos will transform your relationship
with Hashem.
Adapted from Wisdom for Living: Rabbi
Noah Weinberg on the parasha.
1. The Gemara (Berachos 34a) explains that the structure of
Shemoneh Esrei mirrors a servant’s interaction with his
master. The servant first praises the master, then asks the
master for what he needs, and finally thanks the master for
fulfilling his requests. (Maharsha ad loc.) The implication is
that immediately after asking Hashem for our needs, we are
so confident that they are “in the bag,” we can already thank
Him for fulfilling them. (cf. Beis Elokim Tefillah 2, s.v. U’kemo,
Vezehu)

Rabbi Yaakov
Yosef Schechter
Author of Seforim, Parshah Pshetl

49

Parshah

CLOAK OF SECRECY
” וענו כל העם ואמרו אמן,“ארור האיש אשר יעשה פסל ומסכה תועבת ד’ מעשה ידי חרש ושם בסתר
“Accursed is the man who will make a graven or molten image,
an abomination of Hashem, a craftsman’s handiwork, and emplace it in secret.
And the entire people shall speak up and say, Amen.”

]51:72[

This Parsha has the Tochacha, when Klal
Yisroel are told what will Chas V’sholom
happen if they do not adhere to the Mitzvos
of the Torah. The Torah tells us here about
people who are “cursed.” It does not say that
anyone who does not follow the dictates of the
Torah will be cursed, rather there are specific
cases of those who will be cursed. What is the
significance of these specific people that they
will be cursed?
All of these sins for which the Torah states
that there is a curse, are sins which generally
escape people’s attention, and they cannot
monitor them. For this reason they are placed
here under the rule of Hashem’s dispensation
of blessing and curse. In Posuk 15, and 24, the
beginning and end of the curses, the Torah
says that they are sins which are performed,
““ – ”בסתרhidden.” This is to tell us that the
entire list has this characteristic of being
hidden sins. These are sins which remain
secret, and it is the secrecy of these sins which
deem them to be worthy of a curse. “ ”ארורis
pronounced here upon all those who practice
moral and social depravity beneath the cloak
of outward respectability. (R’ Shamshon
Refoel Hirsh)
Cursed is the man who makes a graven or
molten image. One who is arrogant is as if he
served Avodah Zara. The Malbim explains
that there are times that one makes it appear
that he is a humble person, and acts in that
manner when he is around others. Though, in
the depths of his heart, and the privacy of his
own home, he is truly arrogant. This person
will be lauded in public for his humility, but
Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows the truth and he
will be cursed.
The people answered Amein. It says in
the Yerushalmi in Bikkurim that anytime the
Torah uses the Loshon of “ – ”עניהit means
responding to, or answering another person.
If so, who were the Leviyim responding
to when the Posuk says, “ ?”וענו הלויםThe
Gemara in the seventh Perek of Sotah tells

QUIZ
TIME

??

us that before every Klalah, curse, there was
a Brocha corresponding to the curse. Klal
Yisroel answered Amein after the Brocha. The
Gemara in Brochos 47 says that it is imperative
for one to hear an Amein on his Brocha before
proceeding. Rashi explains over there that the
Amein is part and parcel of the Brocha, and it
is a Mitzvah for the one who makes the Brocha
to hear the Amein. Therefore, it was a Mitzvah
for the Leviyim to hear the Amein said by
Klal Yisroel on the Brochos, which preceded
the Klolos. When the Posuk says, “”וענו הלוים
– they were answering – meaning they were
waiting for the Amein of Klal Yisroel on the
Brocha, and then they were able to proceed
with saying the Klolos. After the Leviyim said
the Klolos, Klal Yisroel answered Amein on
that as well. (Netziv)
Rav Shlomo Kluger explains that when the
Posuk says that this was to be said “”בקול רם
it is a proof to what the Bach says in Yoreh
Dei’ah 211 that one who speaks very quietly,
that it cannot be heard to one’s own ears, they
are called ““ – ”דברים שבלבwords of the heart”
and they are not called words. When Klal
Yisroel said, “ – ”אמןit meant that they were
accepting upon themselves what was said.
What is one to think about when he says,
“אמן.” The Zohar Hakodosh says that one
should have in mind the Names of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu: ה-ו-ה- יand י-נ-ד-א, which together
equal the Gematria of 91 – אמן. Tosfos in
Meseches Shabbos 119b says that one must
have the words, “ל מלך נאמן- ”אin mind at the
time he says, “ – ”אמןwhich is the Roshei
Taivos of the word, “אמן.”
The Anaf Yosef explains that the words,
“ל מלך נאמן- ”אmean that Hakodosh Boruch Hu
is “ל- – ”אG-d – the All-powerful source of all
mercy. He is ““ – ”מלךKing” – who rules, leads,
and supervises all, at all times. He is “– ”נאמן
“trustworthy” – fair, one never receives more
suffering or less good than he deserves.
Gemara in Brochos 53b says, “גדול העונה
“ – ”אמן יותר מן המברךGreater is the one who
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livingwithmitzvos.com

says ‘ ’אמןafter one’s Brocha, than the one
who actually made the Brocha.” The Zohar
Hakodosh in Parshas Vayeilech explains
that this refers to one who answers  אמןwith
the proper Kavanah, with the Kavanah of
being Meyached the two Names of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu: The Shem Havayah and the Shem
Adnus. This is better than one who actually
says the Brocha, who is only saying the
Shem Adnus, while having in mind the Shem
Havayah (saying “ ”אמןactually encompasses
both Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu when
said with the proper Kavanah).
There are actions which one does in public,
where people see what he does. There are
ramifications to those actions, both in what
people think of that person, and also potential
punishment in Bais Din when appropriate.
Then there are actions that one does in private,
where people do not only know what he is
thinking, but they do not know what he is
doing. The Torah tells is that we must know
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows all. He
sees into the depths of our hearts and minds,
and knows exactly what we are thinking and
what we are doing at all times. The word
“ ”אמןwas integral to all of these Brochos and
Klolos, for this word was the key how to avoid
these curses. It is a word that is often taken
for granted, and perhaps because it is said so
often, is often devoid of Kavanah. We must
strengthen ourselves in this word that could
help us in our Ruchniyus. This word tell us
that there is a G-d in this world, Who runs
and monitors each and every aspect of this
world – both what we see in the open, as well
as everything that occurs behind closed doors.
May we be Zoche to utilize this holy word in
the proper manner, which should bring us to
elevated levels of Kedusha in Ruchniyus.
For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer
“Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar
Torah on the Parsha, please email:
ParshaPshetel@gmail.com.

When and why does the Baal Korei read Parshas Ki Sovoi some pesukim loudly and
others quietly?

Rabbi Aryeh
Sampson
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Transforming Hate
and Anger into Love
The Baal Shem Tov explained that ‘the world is a mirror’– the defects we see in others are a
reflection of our own.
When Moshe sent spies on a
reconnaissance mission to Israel, they
returned with an evil report about the
land of Israel. The Jewish people then
accused Hashem of hating them .The
commentator Rashi explained that
Hashem loved them – but they hated
Hashem, and they projected those
feelings onto Hashem.
Projection plays an important role in
modern psychology. It is understood to
be a defence mechanism that helps us
deny seeing our weaknesses. We deny
negative traits in ourselves and project
them onto others. We therefore may
come to hate others as we project our
negative feelings about ourselves onto
them. It’s also common for bullies and
racists to project onto others all the bad
that they feel about themselves and
don’t want to face.
Another ramification of this desire to
deny weakness is anger. It’s common to
find that anger arises when a person’s
inner insecurities or vulnerabilities are
triggered. This can be a cause of much
conflict in marriage and relationships.
These
insecurities
are
often
described in psychotherapy as ‘the

wounded inner child’ as they may have
their origin in painful or traumatic
experiences in childhood. This part
of a person’s psyche then becomes
disowned and denied.
The Gemara tells us that anger can
act as an inner teacher, giving us greater
self awareness. It reveals to us our own
hidden insecurities – the nature of our
own wounded child.
Awareness, as Rav Yisrael Salanter
explains, is the first step of personal
change and leads to control and
transformation of these weaknesses.
There
are
many
methods
in
psychotherapy to deal with overcoming
insecurities and our wounded inner
child, as it provides a safe place to
explore inner feelings.
Often there is unfinished business
from the past that needs to be dealt
with. The origins of the wounded child
need to be understood and painful
experiences expressed. This helps us
heal and leads to greater self acceptance
and love of ourselves. We can drop the
desire to project negative feelings and
become less angry. This in turn brings
love and acceptance

On a spiritual level, accidents or
coincidences do not exist. Seeing
hatred and anger in others is a call for
us to look inside and become more
self-aware. To face our inner demons
and transform them. In doing so, we
become more loving to ourselves and
bring more love into the world.
Questions
1) Think of someone you dislike or
hate and ask yourself – do you have
the same qualities that you dislike in
that person?
2) Think of times when people
triggered your anger. Is it triggering
a feeling of insecurity or personal
vulnerability in yourself?
3) What is
this insecurity?

the

nature

of

4) Is there a wounded inner child
within you that that needs healing?
Reprinted with permission of Jewish tribune.

Rabbi Sampson can be contacted at:
aryeh.sampson@gmail.com
aryehsampson.com

ANSWERS
1. The letter Samech since the amount to give for bikurim is one
sixtieth (Baal Haturim).
2. R’ Leib Lopian zt”l answers that the rich man brings his bikurim
in an expensive basket and therefore wants it back. The poor
man brings it in an inexpensive basket. However, since he does
not have too many fruits to give and does not want it to look
miserly therefore he stuffs the bottom with stuffing to look full.
Imagine if the Kohen would need to return his basket and would
empty its contents in public how embarrassed the poor man
would be? In order to save the poor man from this the Kohen
kept his basket.
3. The vidui of bikurim is said aloud because it talks about the
greatness of Hashem. However, the vidui of maaser talks about

a person’s actions and therefore is said quietly. (This same
idea is seen by the Yomim Noiroim. R’ Shlomo Kluger explains
that the reason why during these holy days we can say the
davenning out aloud is because they are days of “Hamelech”
where Hashem is closer to the world as King. Since these
tefillous focus on the greatness of Hashem, therefore they can
be said aloud. However, the rest of the year a person must daven
quietly since these davenings are full of personal requests.)
4. These curses are read by the Baal Korei quietly while the
pesukim that deal with comfort, like those remembering
the covenant, is read loudly. The rise and lowering of voice
expresses our fear and hope. (See Kitzur Shulchan Oruch 78:4).
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